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Borough  of  Port  Talbot 

To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Port  Talbot 
Corporation. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Edwards  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Borough  of  Port  Talbot 
for  the  year  1945.  This  report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance 
with  Circular  28/46  (Wales). 

In  studying  the  report  it  will  be  seen  that  the  public 
made  good  use  of  the  services  that  were  available  through  the 
Public  Health  Department. 

Now  that  the  war  is  over  every  effort  should  be  made 
to  improve  these  services,  and  to  provide  ambulance  facilities  for 
the  Borough.  The  time  is  also  opportune  for  representation 
to  be  made  to  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  for 
the  re-opening  of  the  Tuberculosis  Clinic  in  the  District. 


I am  happy  to  report  that  there  has  been  a decrease  in 
the  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  year.  Visits 
were  paid  to  the  homes  of  all  cases  notified,  and  cleansing  and 
fumigation  were  carried  out. 


# 
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The  response  from  parents  in  the  matter  of  immunisation 
against  Diphtheria  has  improved  but  still  continues  to  be  un- 
satisfactory. Every  opportunity  was  taken  to  stress  the  im- 
portance of  obtaining  protection  against  this  disease  by 
immunisation. 

The  adequate  housing  of  the  population  continues  to  be 
one  of  the  major  problems  of  the  Borough.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  as  materials  become  more  readily  available  the  building 
programme  will  be  carried  through  in  the  shortest  possible  time. 
The  Department  is  fully  conscious  that  without  good  housing  it 
is  impossible  to  have  a healthy  and  happy  community. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  desired  to  thank  the  Mayor  and  the 
Members  of  the  Council  for  the  interest  shown  in  matters  affect- 
ing Public  Health,  and  to  express  appreciation  of  the  efforts  of 
the  Public  Health  Staff  during  the  year  covered  by  this  Report. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(. Signed)  J.  ALUN  EVANS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION. 


The  area  of  the  Borough  is  25,648  acres,  including  the 
foreshore. 


The  prevailing  winds  are  westerly  and  south  westerly, 
while  shelter  is  provided  from  norther. y and  easterly  winds 
by  mountains  which  abut  upon  the  sea. 


RAINFALL. 


1945. 

1944. 

1943. 

1942. 

1941. 

1940. 

1939. 

1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

1935. 

41.515 

39.2 

38 

38.14 

34.88 

43.25 

49.03 

44.(58 

45.38 

40.62 

46.24 

The  wettest  months  were  December  and  October,  and 
the  driest  months  were  November  and  April. 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  : — 

1921  7,197 

1943  (estimated  at)  11,460 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers 

in  1921  8,458 

Assessable  value  of  the  area  year  ending  March  3lst, 

1945,  for 

£ s d 

General  Rate  purposes  179,388  0 0 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate 695  9 8 


POPULATION. 

The  population  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  for 
mid-year  1945  was  38,440  for  calculation  of  birth  rates  and 
death  rates. 


Births. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


381. 


Births  registered  during  the  year  in  the  Borough  were 


Males.  Females. 

193  157 

14  17 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 


207 


174  = 381 


# 
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Inward  Transfers — 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate 

Total 

Giving  a Total  of — 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate 


Total 


138  ... 

...  146 

2 ... 

6 

140  ... 

...  152=292 

331  ... 

...  303 

16  ... 

23 

347  ... 

...  326  = 673 

births 


From  the  above  figures  it  will  be  noticed  that  43%  of  the 
total  births  occurred  outside  the  Borough. 

The  crude  birth-rate  for  the  year  would  be  17.5  per  1,000 
population. 


The  crude  birth-rate  for  previous  years  may  be  compared: 


1945. 

1944. 

1943. 

1942. 

1941. 

1940. 

1939. 

1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

1955. 

17.5 

19.07 

17.5 

19.6 

16.5 

16.4 

15.4 

17.8 

16.7 

16.4 

per 

16.6 

1,000 

u 


The  Illegitimate  birth-rates  were  : — 


1945. 

1944. 

1943. 

1942. 

1941. 

1940. 

1939. 

1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

1935. 

5.8 

4 

3 

3 

2.4 

2 

3 

5 

2 

2.2 

per 

3.9 

cent 

The  total  Births  registered  within  the  Borough  were 
distributed  as  follows  : — 


Wards.  Total 

Ajberavon  South  134 

Aberavon  North  37 

Cwmavon  50 

Margam  West  88 

Margam  Central  58 

Margam  North  14 


381 


D 
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Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  area  during  the 
year  1945  was  436.  Males  250;  Females  186. 

The  nett  deaths  in  the  area  after  correction  for  inward 


and  outward  transfers  for  1945 

were : — 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Deaths  registered  in  the  area 

250  . 

186  .... 

..  436 

Inward  Transfers  

37  . 

31  .... 

287  . 

217  .... 

Outward  Transfers 

17  . 

4 .... 

270  . 

213  .... 

..  483 

The  total  number  of  deaths  then  was  483  which  gives  a 
recorded  death  rate  of  12.05  per  1,000,  and  may  be  compared 
with  previous  years  : — 


1945. 

1944. 

1943. 

1942. 

1941. 

1940. 

1939. 

1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

1935. 

12.05 

11.9 

12.7 

11.5 

10.6 

12.86 

12.02 

12.8 

12.3 

11.07 

per 

12.3 

1,000 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

The  seven  Zymotic  Diseases  are  Small  Pox,  Measles,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever  (which  includes  Typhus, 
Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid)  and  Diphtheria. 

The  death-rate  from  Zymotic  Diseases  may  be  regarded 
as  an  indication  of  the  efficiency  or  otherwise  of  the  Sanitary 
Administration  of  the  area. 

During  the  year  five  deaths  from  these  diseases  were 
registered,  and  the  death  rates  are  as  follows:— 

1945.  1944.  1943-  1942.  1941.  1940..  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935. 

0.13  0.10  7.2  0.10  0.09  0.14  0.32  0.07  0.24  0.14  0.14 

per  1,000 


Inquests. 

There  were  30  inquests  held  within  the  Borough  during 
1945:— 

1945.  1944.  1943.  1942.  1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  193o. 

30  23  42  40  59  60  46  4-0  50  52  51 
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The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 


Natural  Causes  9 

Accident  (Railway)  9 

Accident  (Road,  etc.)  3 

Drowning  1 

Burns  6 

Asphyxia  2 


30 

No.  of  inquests  held  within  the  Borough  30 


Deduct  Outward  Transfers  6 

24 

Add  Inward  Transfers  10 

Inquests  held  on  Borough  Residents 34 


Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

This  is  defined  as  the  number  of  deaths  registered  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age,  per  1.000  births  registered 
during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  infant  deaths  during  the  year  was 
made  up  as  follows: — 

Males.  females. 

Legitimate  14  16 

Illegitimate  0 0 


14  16 

Add  Inward  Transfers  7 7 

Deduct  Outward  Transfers  1 0 


20  23 


This  gives  a total  of  43  deaths. 


The  total  Infant  Mortality  rate  for  the  year  would  then 
be  63  per  1,000,  and  may  be  compared  : — 

1945.  1944.  1943.  1942.  1941.  1949.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935, 


63  43  59  42  53  78 


87  67  56.2  42.1  71.3 

per  1,000 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  BOROUGH. 


Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Groeswen  Isolation  Hospital  with  44  beds  has  been 
able  to  cope  with  all  the  demands  made  upon  its  accommo- 
dation during  the  year. 


Maternity  Home  Accommodation. 

Limited  accommodation  is  available  either  in  the 
Maesteg,  Mid-Glamorgan  or  Penrhiwtyn  Hospitals. 


It  is  again  noticeable  from  the  notification  of  births  that 
there  is  a strong  desire  on  the  part  of  the  expectant  mother 
to  enter  a home  for  her  confinement.  Many  do  this  at  their 
own  expense,  and  1 am  of  the  opinion  that  this  procedure 
ought  to  be  encouraged. 


Maternal  Mortality. 

Investigations  are  being  undertaken  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  any  case  of  maternal  death  upon  the 
form  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  services 
for  investigation  purposes  of  Dr.  Lloyd  Davies  of  Swansea, 
are  available  whenever  special  advice  should  be  required. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  can  now  be  treated  in  the 
Groeswen  Isolation  Hospital. 


Small  Pox. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  In  the  event 
of  cases  of  this  disease  occurring,  facilities  would  have  to  be 
made  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 


Tuberculosis. 

There  are  no  Sanatoria  or  Tuberculosis  Hospitals  in  the 
area,  and  these  cases  are  cared  for  by  the  Welsh  National 
Memorial  Association. 
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Hospitals  for  Children, 

There  are  no  hospital  beds  for  children  in  the  area.  The 
Local  Authority  has  power  to  provide  such  beds.  Nor  is  there 
any  provision  made  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate 
children  and  homeless  children  in  the  area. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Infectious  diseases  are  removed  by  a motor  ambulance 
maintained  by  the  Corporation. 

There  are  no  ambulance  facilities  provided  by  the  Local 
Authority  for  non-infectious  cases  and  accidents,  but  lor  this 
purpose,  motor  ambulances  are  available  at  the  General 
Hospital. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

There  are  at  present  five  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centres  open  in  the  area  at  which  consultations  are  held  and 
treatment  of  simple  ailments  are  carried  out.  Dental  treat- 
ment for  children  below  sichool  age,  and  for  expectant 
mothers  is  now  carried  out  by  the  School  Dental  Surgeon  at 
Taibach,  Cwmavon  and  Pendarves  Street  Clinics. 

The  Pendarves  Street  Clinic  was  opened  in  May,  1939. 
and  is  rapidly  becoming  one  of  the  busiest  Clinics. 


ANTE-NATAL  AND  BIRTH  CONTROL  CLINICS. 
Ante-natal  Clinic. 

• TaS  at  the  end  of  September,  1934  and  held 

in  the  Taibach  Clinic  fortnightly.  Dr.  Sybil  Morgan,  Llan 
risant,  is  m attendance  There  was  an  average  attendance 

, J?e!  ses^n,  and  ^ this  attendance  increases  as  it  is  doino- 
the  dime  will  have  to  be  held  weekly. 


A monthly  session  is  held 
in  addition  to  the  Clinic  in  Taibach. 


in  the  Cwmavon  Clinic 


Birth  Control  Clinic. 

in  JhlS  WaS  °pened  at  the  531116  time  as  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic 
m the  same  premises  and  held  once  a month,  but  during  the 


c 
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morning  session  and  under  the  same  Medical  Officer.  The 
conditions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  Circular  1408  are 
observed . 


Attendance  at  this  Clinic  has  been  very  slow — only  an 
average  of  10  per  session,  though  each  case  when  advice  on 
contraception  has  been  given  was  one  which  needed 
instruction. 


Tuberculosis  Visiting  Station. 

The  nearest  centre  for  Tuberculosis  patients  is  in  Neath. 


Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 

This  is  maintained  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council, 
and  is  situated  near  the  Great  Western  Railway.  It  is  open 
for  Males  on  Monday  and  Thursday,  and  for  females  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  evenings. 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

There  are  no  arrangements  made  by  the  Local  Authority 
for  nursing  general  and  infectious  diseases  at  home. 


Midwives. 

Midwives  are  supervised  by  the  Glamorgan  County 
Council,  and  in  this  area  there  are  11  trained  and  no  untrained 
midwives.  None  of  these  are  employed  or  subsidised  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work. 

This  work  is  carried  out  upon  an  agreed  scale  of  payment 
by  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cardiff. 

A stock  of  Diphtheria  Swabs,  Vidal  Outfits  andi  Siputum 

bottles  is  kept  at  the  Health  Department,  and  these  are  given 
to  Medical  Attendants  on  request. 

The  following  is  an  outline  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
Laboratory  : — 
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Total. 

Positive 

Examination  of  Swabs  for  Diphtheria  

1,037 

220 

Faeces  for  Abortus  Fever 

3 

3 

„ Faeces  for  Dysentry  

1 

— 

„ Sputum  for  T.B.  

20 

1 

„ Spinal  Fluid  for  C-S. 

Fever  

6 

3 

„ Faeces  for  Para-Typhoid 

2 

Water  Supplies. 

During  the  year  the  Laboratory  reported  upon  81  samples 
of  water,  but  although  chlorination  is  applied  to  the  bigger 
sources,  several  of  the  bacteriological  examinations  were  not 
satisfactory. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order. 

One  firm  was  licensed  to  pasteurise  and  sell  milk  in 
accordance  with  this  Order. 

The  name  and  premises  are — Cambrian  Dairies,  Ltd., 
Holland  Street,  Port  Talbot. 

Samples  of  milk  are  taken  regularly  for  examination  and 
these  will  be  found  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

Legislation  in  Force. 

The  following  adaptive  Acts  and  Orders  are  in  force  in  the 
Borough  : — 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  Order,  1910. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  of  charge  to  Medical 
Practitioners  for  patients  who  reside  within  the  Borough.  This 
is  generally  appreciated  and  encouragement  is  given  to  make  use 
of  it.  Success  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease  depends  upon 
its  early  detection  and  the  administration  of  an  adequate  dose 
of  antitoxin.  Not  only  is  the  incidence  of  a high  mortality  rate 
prevented,  but  also  the  occurrence  of  serious  complications  and 
a delayed  convalescence  is  obviated. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

871  children  have  been  immunised  during  1945,  compared 
with  only  489  children  in  1944. 
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The  material  used  is  “Diphtheria  Toxide  Alum  Precipi- 
tated” in  two  injections  of  0.2  and  0.5  c.c. 


The  material  is  supplied  to  the  Family  Doctor  who  gives 
the  injection  and  is  paid  2/-  for  each  injection.  Immunisa- 
tion is  also  carried  out  at  all  the  Clinics  in  the  Borough. 

Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment  Act,  1907,  became 
operative  9/11/21. 

The  Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890,  became 
operative  9/11/21. 

Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment  Act,  1890,  became 
operative  9/11/21. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892,  became  operative 
9/11/21. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925  (Sections  relating  to  Urban 
Districts)  became  operative  in  1926. 


Byelaws  have  been  framed  to  regulate  the  following 
offensive  trades : — 

Offensive  trades,  became  operative  9/11/21. 

Nuisances  became  operative  9/11/21. 

Cleansing  of  footways  and  pavements,  the  removal  of  house 
refuse  and  the  cleansing  of  earth  closets,  privies,  ashpits 
and  cesspols,  became  operative  9/11/21. 

Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses,  became  operative  9/11/21. 

Slaughterhouses,  became  operative  20/4/26. 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  became  operative  9/11/21. 


Summary  Proceedings. 

Summary  proceedings  under  the  various  Acts,  Orders  and 
Regulations  were  instituted  and  may  be  seen  in  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc,  Acts,  1909 — 1919. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

Bakehouses. 

General  Inspections. 

Details  of  all  the  above  are  printed  in  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report. 

SCAVENGING. 

Our  refuse  tips  are  less  of  a nuisance  than  they  used  to 
be  as  supervision  of  the  tipping  is  stricter,  and  the  refuse  is 
now  being  covered — this  is  a modification  of  the  Bradford 
System. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

The  duties  devolving  upon  the  Sanitary  Authority  and  its 
Officials  have  been  carried  out,  and  details  may  be  found  in 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYELAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

Cinemas  and  Amusement  Houses. 

Six  were  licensed  during  the  year.  They  are  visited  at 
intervals  by  the  Cinema  Committee. 

Various  breaches  of  the  Byelaws  have  been  discovered 
and  remedied  from  time  to  time. 


Swine  and  Keeping  of  Animals. 

Details  may  be  seen  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

Slaughter-Houses . 

At  the  end  of  1939  the  licences  of  the  eight  slaughter- 
houses in  the  Borough  were  not  renewed,  and  the  Water 
Street  premises  owned  by  the  Corporation  was  re-condition- 
ed  ready  for  use  on  January,  1940,  so  that  it  might  be  used 
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as  a centre  for  slaughtering  under  the  Ministry’s  Scheme  for 
war  slaughtering. 

The  building,  although  much  better  fitted  for  its  purpose 
than  before  the  alterations,  still  leaves  room  for  improve- 
ment. 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 

The  only  facilities  for  disinfection  are  in  the  Borough  Fever 
Hospital. 

The  clothing,  etc.,  of  infectious  cases  is  taken  up  to  be 
disinfected  and  premises  from  which  cases  have  been  removed 
are  disinfected  by  means  of  a formalin  lamp. 

When  a child  contracts  any  infectious  disease  he  is  isolated, 
the  Hei.d  Teacher  notified,  and  all  contacts  excluded  if  necessary 


HOUSING. 


There  were  no  houses  built  during  1945. 


(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately 

under  (b)  0 

(ib)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing 
Acts : — 

(i)  By  Local  Authority  t....- 0 

(ii)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  0 


1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  


534 

2876 


0 

0 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
head) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  


2. — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  Service 
of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 

fit  in  consequence  of  Informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  


3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1930: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  Owners  

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
Owners 


B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

whiich  Notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
■notices : — 

(a)  By  Owners  

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 


O— Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1930:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition 


r 
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D. — Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930 : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Oiders  were 
made  * 0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  0 

4. — Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — OVERCROWDING. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  133 

(ii)  Number  of  families  therein  179 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  1115 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  0 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  0 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  0 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  0 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  0 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

Excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep  & 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if  

known  1,610  

901  ... 

...  6.033  

13,705  

178 

Number  inspected  . 1,610  

901  ... 

...  6,033  

13,705  

178 

All  diseases  except  

Tuberculosis.  Whole  

Carcases  condemned  — 

21  ... 

16  

10  

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  

part  or  organ  was  

condemned  234  

217  .... 

4 

1,492  

2 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected  af-  

feoted  with  disease  

other  than  Tuber-  

culosis  14.5% 

26.4%... 

- -33% 

10.9%  

2.24% 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  Carcases  con-  

demned  1 

20  ... 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  

part  or  organ  was  con-  

demned  14  

99  ... 

9 

Percentage  of  the  

number  inspected  af-  

footed  with  Tuber-  

culosis  9% 

13.1%... 

...  .016% 

5.1% 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


This  Corporation  has  now  been  appointed  the  Authority 
for  the  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Mr.  Seyler,  of  Swansea,  has  been  appointed  the  Analyst 
for  this  purpose. 

Many  samples  have  been  submitted  for  analysis  and  have 
been  found  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  showed  a decrease 
on  1944. 


During  the  year,  the  following  eases  were  notified  : — 


Disease 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Scarlet 

Fever 

56 

175 

188 

299 

59 

52 

40 

54 

94 

137 

104 

Diph’ria 

23 

27 

22 

171 

182 

134 

64 

46 

154 

201 

86 

The  figures  show  the  following  variation  from  1944. 

Si 

Scarlet  Fever  decreased  by  33  cases. 

Diphtheria  decreased  by  115  cases. 

The  following  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital : — 

Disease  1935  1936  1937  1938  1939  1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945 

Scarlet 


Fever  53  168 

Diph’ria  23  27 

181 

21 

287 

69 

55 

182 

45 

133 

38 

64 

X 

52  93  114  90 

45  154  198  86 

Scarlet  Fever. 

1935.  1936.  1937. 

1938. 

1939. 

1940. 

1941. 

1942. 

1943.  1944.  1945. 

1.3  4.3  4.6 

7.1 

1.3 

1.2 

.98 

1.37 

2.5  3.5  2.3 

Per  1,000  population 

Details  of  the  distribution  of  the  disease  will  be  seen  in 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

The  greatest  number  of  notifications  came  from  Margam 
West  Ward. 

The  smallest  number  of  notifications  came  from  Cwm- 
avon  Ward. 
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There  were  99  houses  affected  as  follows : — 

95  houses  with  one  case  in  each  95 

3 houses  with  two  cases  in  each  6 

1 house  with  three  cases  3 

104 


There  were  no  Scarlet  Fever  deaths. 

Diphtheria. 

During  the  year  86  cases  were  notified. 

The  heaviest  incidence  fell  on  Margam  West  Ward  with 
22  cases,  whilst  the  smallest  number  of  notifications  came 
from  Margam  North  Ward  with  six  cases. 

There  were  81  houses  affected  as  follows: — 


77  houses  with  one  case  in  each  77 

3 houses  with  two  cases  in  each  6 

1 house  with  three  cases  3 


86 

Of  the  122  cases  removed  to  hospital,  36  were  later 
proved  to  be  negative. 

Further  details  will  be  seen  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 


Report. 

Analysis  of  ages  of  death— 


0-1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4  4-5  5-10  10-15 

Diphtheria  Deaths 

0 

1 

1 

0 0 0 2 

The  attack  rate  was  .1 

per  1,000,  and  may  be  compared  : — 

1945.  1944.  1943.  1942. 

1941 

. 1940. 

1939. 

1938.  1937.  1936.  1935. 

.1  5.2  .09  .8 

.9 

2.03 

3.5 

1.7  .5  .6  .56 

Per  1,000  population 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria 
combined  in  one  person. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

There  were  four  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  notified. 


e 
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1 he  following  lable  shows  the  number  of  Infectious 
Diseases  notified,  and  their  distribution  into  Wards. 
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Margam 

West  36...  22...  0...  1...  0...  1...  0...  0...  0...  0...  21 
Margam 


...  0...  0...  0 


Cen’l 

21.. 

. 20.. 

0.. 

0.. 

0.. 

0.. 

0.. 

0.. 

0... 

1.. 

20 

2 

0.. 

0... 

0 

Marga 

tn 

North 

7.. 

. 6.. 

0.. 

1.. 

0.. 

0.. 

0.. 

2.. 

0... 

1.. 

3 

0 

0.. 

0... 

0 

Aber’on 

South 

26.. 

16... 

0... 

1... 

0... 

2... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

2.. 

28 

5 

0.. 

0... 

0 

Aber’on 

North 

11.. 

8.. 

0.. 

1.. 

0.. 

0.. 

0... 

0.. 

0... 

0.. 

6 

1 

0.. 

0... 

0 

Cwm- 

avon 

3.. 

14.. 

0.. 

0.. 

0.. 

0.. 

0.. 

0.. 

0... 

0.. 

15 

0 

0.. 

0... 

0 

Totals 

1945 

104.. 

. 86.. 

0.. 

. 4.. 

. 0.. 

. 3.. 

. 0.. 

2.. 

. 0.. 

4.. 

.(93.. 

.13)  = 

106.. 

0.. 

0... 

0 

1944 

137. 

.201.. 

1.. 

. 3.. 

. 1.. 

. 4.. 

. 3.. 

1.. 

2.. 

1.. 

.(99.. 

• 7)  = 

106.. 

0.. 

0... 

0 

1943 

94.. 

154... 

0.. 

. 3.. 

. 2.. 

.11.. 

. 5.. 

. 0.. 

. 2.. 

0.. 

.(78. 

.22)  = 

100.. 

0 

0... 

1 

!942 

54. 

. 46.. 

. 0.. 

. 9.. 

. 3.. 

.14.. 

. 4.. 

. 3.. 

. 2.. 

1.. 

.(71.. 

.20)  = 

91.. 

0.. 

0... 

0 

'941 

40. 

. 64.. 

1 

.11.. 

. 0.. 

.26.. 

. 6.. 

. 0.. 

. 0.. 

0.. 

.(66.. 

.28)  = 

94  . 

0.. 

0... 

1 

'.940 

52. 

. 84.. 

. 0.. 

1 1 

. 0.. 

.38.. 

.11.. 

. 3.. 

. 1.. 

4.. 

.(58.. 

.18)  = 

76.. 

0.. 

0... 

0 

1939 

59. 

.143.. 

. 1.. 

. 9.. 

. 0.. 

. 2.. 

.12.. 

. 4.. 

. 0.. 

5.. 

.(53.. 

.14)  = 

67.. 

0.. 

o..-: 

1 

1938 

299. 

. 7!.. 

. 0.. 

. 9.. 

. 1.. 

. 1.. 

.12.. 

. 1.. 

. 0.. 

7.. 

.(53.. 

.15)  = 

68.. 

0.. 

0... 

1 

’937 

188. 

. 22.. 

. 1.. 

. 4.. 

. 1.. 

. 0.. 

. 9.. 

1.. 

. 0.. 

2.. 

.(52.. 

.15)  = 

67.. 

2.. 

0... 

0 

'.936 

175. 

. 27.. 

. 0.. 

.10.. 

. 1.. 

. 0.. 

. 3.. 

. 0.. 

. 0.. 

2.. 

.(52.. 

.10)  = 

62.. 

0.. 

0... 

0 

1935 

56. 

. 23.. 

. 0.. 

.14.. 

. 2.. 

. 0.. 

. 7.. 

. 3.. 

2.. 

1.. 

.(64. 

• 21)  = 

85.. 

0.. 

0... 

0 

Malaria  and  Trench  Fever. 

There  were  no  notifications  during  1945. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

There  were  two  notifications  during  1945. 
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Vaccination. 

No  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  were  carried  out  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Small  Pox 
Prevention)  Regulations. 


Non- Notifiable  Acute  Infectious  Diseases. 

These  include  Mumps — Chicken-pox  not  being  notifiable 
at  present.  Information  concerning  these  diseases  reaches 
the  Health  Office  through  the  Health  Visitors,  School  Nurses, 
Head  Teachers  and  Attendance  Officers. 


Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  176  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 

Borough  Fever  Hospital. 

This  has  been  described  earlier  in  the  report  under  the  head- 
ing “General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area.’’ 


The  following  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital  : — 


Disease.  1945  1944  1943  1942  1941  1940  1939  1938  1937 


Small  Pox  , 000000000 

Scarlet.  Fever  90  114  98  52  38  45  55  289  181 

Diphtheria  86  198  154  45  64  133  140  118  21 

Diphtheria  and 

Scarlet  Fever  0 10  0 10  10  1 

Enteric  Fever  0000000  l 0 

Meningitis  3 4 7 13  36  38  2 1 0 

Erysipelas  3 1 1 6 15  2 2 0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ..4  1 0 1 0 5 3 4 0 

Infantile  Paralysis  0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 


186  319  255  117  130  226  204  418  205 


Deaths  in 

Hospital : — 

Port  Talbot  Cases. 

Outside  Cases 

Diphtheria 

4 

0 

Meningitis 

2 

1 
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Tuberculosis. 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  1945. 


NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Pul- 

Non-Pul- 

Pul- 

Non-Pul- 

monary. 

monary. 

monary. 

monary . 

Age  Periods  M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 yr 0.... 

..  0 

. 0 

. 0 

0.. 

....  0 

0. 

0 

Over  1 year  & under 

5 vears  1... 

..  2 

. 0 

. 0 

0.. 

....  0 

0 

0 

Over  5 years  & under 

10  years  2.... 

..  4 

. 1 

. 3 

0.. 

....  0 

0. 

0 

Over  10  years  & under 

15  vears  1 

7 

1 

0 

o 

A 

0 

0 

Over  15  years  & under 

20  vears  2 

..  13 

. 0 

9 

1 

4 

1 

0 

Over  20  years  & under 

25  vears  8 

,.  1 3r — 

. 0 

9 

9 

....  3 

0. 

0 

Over  25  years  & under 

35  vears  13 

. 12 

. 0 

l 

3.. 

....  0 

0 

0 

Over  35  years  & under 

45  vears  4 

. 2 

. 0 

o 

o 

1 

0 

0 

Over  45  years  & under 

55  vears  8 

9 

. 0 

9 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Over  55  years  & under 

65  vears  3 

. o 

. 0 

l 

3.. 

....  0 

0 

0 

Over  65  vears  1 

. 0 

. 0 

o 

1.. 

....  0 

0 

0 

43 

. 50 

7 

n 

11.. 

....  8 

1 

0 

Non-notified  Tuberculosis 

Death 

s 

7 

Notified  Tuberculosis 

Deaths 

13 

There  is  no  evidence 

of  excessive  incidence 

of, 

or 

mortality  from  Tuberculosis 

i in  any  particular  occupation. 

The  attack  rate  was  as 

follows  : — 

1945.  1944.  1943.  1942. 

1941. 

1940. 

1939. 

1938. 

1937.  1936.  1935. 

2.7  1 2.2  2.3 

2.3 

1.7 

1.6 

1.6 

1.9  1 

.5  2.09 

per  1,000 
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During  the  year 
culosis  were  received 

106  notifications  of  all 
as  follows : — 

Pulmonary. 

forms  of  Tuber- 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Males  

43 

2 

Females 

50 

11 

Totals 

93 

13 

Total 

106 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  after  death  removals,  and  cures 
had  been  adjusted,  there  were  ,730  cases  on  the  register 
made  up  as  follows : — 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

Males  260  90 

Females  278  102 


Totals  538  192 


Total  730 


Admissions. 

Non- 

Institution.  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Discharges. 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Cymla  Plospital 

33 

1 

30 

1 

Talgarth 

4 

0 

6 

0 

Uanybyther 

5 

0 

5 

0 

Sully  

4 

0 • .... 

5 

0 

Craig-y-Nos 

11 

2 

12 

0 

Denbigh  

6 

0 

7 

2 

Highland  Moors 

3 

0 

1 

0 

Gian  Ely  Hospital 

0 

2 

1 

1 

Haverfordwest 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Morriston  Emer- 

gency  

0 

0 

1 

0 

Portsarn  

1 

0 

1 

0 

Totals 

67 

7 

69 

4 

26 — Annual  Report. 


Deleted  from  Register: — 

By  Deaths  

Removed  from  District 

Transfers 

Cured  

Refuses  Treatment 


The  disease  was  notified  as  follows: — 

By  Private  Practitioners  

By  Tuberculosis  Physicians  

On  Form  “I”  (Admission  to  Hospital) 

MO. — Navy  

„ Army  

R.A.F 


The  organs  and  tissues  affected  were: — 

Glands  

Face  

Abdomen  

Knee  

Kidney  

Kidney  and  Bladder  


20 

9 

0 

2 

0 


31 


2 

98 

1 

2 

2 

1 


106 


7 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

13 


The  distribution  of  the  notifications  is  as  follows: — 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


Margam  West  Ward 

21 

5 

Margam  Central  Ward  

20 

2 

Margam  North  Ward  

3 

0 

Aberavon  South  Ward  

28 

5 

Aberavon  North  Ward  

6 

1 

Cwmavon  Ward  

15 

0 

93  13 


Particulars  of  all  cases  notified  and  deaths  will  be  seen 
on  Table  VI. 

After  removal  or  death  of  a case  of  Tuberculosis  all 
premises  and  clothing  are  disinfected, 


t 
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The  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  is  carried  out  by  the 
Welsh  National  Memorial  Association.  The  patients  are 
admitted  to  one  or  another  of  their  Institutions. 

The  Tuberculosis  Station  that  up  to  a few  years  ago  was 
held  at  the  Riding  School  now  does  not  exist,  and  I consider 
that  Port  Talbot  is  large  enough  and  central  enough  to 
warrant  a Centre  being  held  here. 

All  cases  are  visited  by  the  Health  Visitor  as  soon  as 
notified,  and  Form  T.  1,  Wales  is  completed  in  each  case  and 
forwarded  to  the  Tuberculosis  Physician. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 

REGULATIONS),  1925. 

Observations  were  taken  under  Section  3,  but  no  occasion 
arose  to  cause  procedure  under  Article  5 of  the  Regulations 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  SECTION  172. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Section. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  work  carried  out  in  connection  with  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  includes: — 

Health  Visiting. 

Infant  Consultation  at  the  Centres. 

Ante-natal  Visiting. 

Dental  Extractions. 

Each  child  is  visited  as  soon  after  its  birth  as  possible, 
and  the  frequency  of  the  re-visits  depends  upon  the  progress 
of  the  child  and  upon  its  home  conditions. 

In  October,  1934.  an  Ante-natal  Clinic  and  a Birth 
Control  Clinic  was  opened.  These  Clinics  are  being  held 
fortnightly,  and  Doctor  Sybil  Morgan,  Elantrisant,  attends. 

The  Ante-natal  Clinic  is  well  patronised.  The  latter  is 
conducted  according  to  the  Regulations  of  the  Ministry  of 

Health.  } 
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The  attendances  at  these  Clinics  are  to  be  seen  in  another 
part  of  this  Report. 


The  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  is  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing Table : — 


First 

Visits. 

Re-visits 
under  1 year. 

Re-visits 

1—5 

1935 

646 

1,857 

2,187 

1936 

710 

1,747 

4,168 

1937 

671 

1,254 

4,773 

1938 

688 

2,121 

4,189 

1939 

648 

1,697 

3,746 

1940 

598 

2,195 

3,866 

1941 

674 

1,627 

3,280 

1942 

685 

1,462 

2,139 

1943 

610 

1,597 

2,139 

1944 

678 

1,051 

1 ,206 

1945 

718 

1,715 

1,507 

Ante-Natal  Visiting. 

At  present  visits  are  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  ante- 
natal cases  whom  they  hear  of  in  their  districts. 


The  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  ante- 
natal cases  was : — 

1945.  1944.  1943.  1942.  1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935. 

13  13  22  58  103  97  246  134  255  174  71 


Still-Birth  Visiting. 

There  were  13  still-births  notified  during  the  year. 


Comparative  figures : — 

1945.  1944.  1943.  1942.  1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935. 


13  18  22  14  23  27  34  39  29  34 

Still-births 
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Death  Enquiries. 

The  purpose  of  these  enquiries  is  to  ascertain  whether 
any  conditions  harmful  to  infant  life  are  present  which  could 
be  remedied. 

1945  1944.  1943.  1942.  1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935. 

H r Z 12  17  22  12  34  35  9 29 

Visits  paid 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

There  were  two  cases  notified. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

There  were  four  cases  notified. 


Diarrhoea. 

There  were  four  deaths  during  the  year. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  1945,  due  to 
pregnancy. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Prince  of  Wales' 
Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Cardiff,  for  this  work.  The  children 
of  parents  who  come  within  a scale  of  income  specified  are 
treated  at  the  expense  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee. 


Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

These  Centres  are  described  on  a previous  page  under 
“General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  Borough.” 

The  average  number  of  attendances  is  as  follows  : — 
TAIBACH  CLINIC — Total  number  of  attendances:  2,814. 
1945.  1944.  1943.  1942.  1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935. 


56  71  51  85  67  70.9  77  81  76  76.9  77.4 

Average  attending. 

This  Clinic  is  open  weekly. 

ABERAVON — Total  number  of  attendances:  616. 

1945.  1944.  1943.  1942.  1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935. 


25  25  24  28  27  18  51  77  83  82.7  67.1 

Average  attending. 

This  Centre  is  open  fortnightly. 
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PENDARVES — Total  number  of  attendances:  1,037. 

1945  1944  1943  1942  1941  1940  1939 

41  45  47  58  50  54  64  Average  attending 

This  Clinic  is  held  fortnightly. 

CWMAVON — Total  number  of  attendances:  1 028. 

1945.  1944.  1943.  1942.  1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935. 

41  46  47  56  41  45  48  52  44  39.2  46.5 

Average  attending. 

This  Clinic  is  held  fortnightly  and  should  be  held  weekly. 

BRYN— Total  number  of  attendances:  84. 

1945.  1944.  1943.  1942.  1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937.  1936.  1935. 

9 5 5 16  14  16  10  11  13  12  14 

Average  attending. 

This  Clinic  is  held  monthly. 

ANTE-NATAL  AND  BIRTH  CONTROL  CLINICS. 

Total  attendances — Ante-Natal  345.  Birth  Control  127. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Visits  by  Health  Visitors. 

1945  1944  1943  1942  1941  1940  1939  1938  1937  1936 

No.  of  Re-visits  404  314  379  312  282  308  329  281  364  341 

No.  of  Visits 
made  to  Noti- 
fied Cases  150  122  95  76  94  68  75  70  75  70 

The  visit  of  the  Health  Visitors  is  educative,  and  the 
patients  are  told  how  to  help  themselves  through  the  disease, 
and  the  importance  of  preventing  the  spread  of  infection  is 
emphasised. 

The  names  of  child  contacts  attending  school  are 
obtained  in  this  way. 
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TABLE  I. 

Summary  of  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 
after  correction  for  Inward  said  Outward  Transfers  as 
furnished  by  the  Registrar  General. 


Live  Births : — 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Total.  Males.  Females. 

634  331  303 

39  16  23 


Birth-rate 


per  1,000  population — 17.5 


Still-Births : — 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Total.  Males.  Females 

11  6 5 

2 1 1 


Birth-rate  per 


1,000  (live  and  still)  births — .33 


Total.  Males.  Females. 
Deaths  483  270  213 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  popula- 
tion— 12.6 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 


Death-rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  62 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  60.8 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  1.2 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  75 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  4 
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TABLE  II. 


Birth  Rates,  Civilian  Death  Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality  Maternal 
Mortality  and  Case  Rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1945. 


England 

and 

Wales. 

126  County 
Boro’s  and 
Great 
Towns 
including 
Dondon 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Populations 
25,000  to 
50,000  at 
1931  Census) 

Dondon 

Adminis- 

trative 

County 

Births  : — 

1 | 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Poou 

ation. 

Dive  

*16.1 

19.1 

19.2 

15.7 

Still  

*.46 

.58 

.53 

4 

Deaths  : — 

All  Causes  

*11.4 

13.5 

12.3 

13  8 

Typhoid  and  Para- 
typhoid   

Scarlet  Fever  



Whooping  Cough 

.02 

.02 

.01 

.02 

Diphtheria  

.02 

.02 

.02 

.01 

Influenza  

.08 

.07 

.07 

.07 

Small  Pox  

— 



Measles  

.02 

.02 

.02 

.01 

Notifications  : — 

Typhoid  F'ever  

0.04 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

0.05 

0.05 

0.05 

0.C6 

Scarlet  Fever  

1.89 

2.02 

2.03 

1.57 

Whooping  Cough  ...' 

1.64 

1.65 

1.47 

1.25 

Diphtheria  

0.46 

0.52 

0.56' 

0.31 

Erysipelas  

0.25 

0.28 

0.24 

0.31 

‘Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

Measles  

11.67 

10,89 

11.19 

9.03 

Pneumonia  

0.87 

1.03 

0.72 

0.78 

Rates 

per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  1 year  of 

age  

+46 

54 

43 

53 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
& Enteritis  under  2 j 

vears  of  age  ] 

5.6 

7.8 

4.5 

7.6 

! 

Rates 

per  1,000  Total  Births  (Dive  & Still). 

(a)  Notifications  : 

I 

Puerperal  Fever  ) 

9.93 

12.65 

| 8.81 

f 3.60 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  J i 

l  *  **15.87 

fh)  Maternal  Mortality — England  and  Wales  : — 

No.  140  Alxirtion  No.  141  Abortion  No.  147  Puerperal  Nos.  142-6 
with  Sepsis.  without  Sepsis.  Infections.  148-150  Other. 

0.25  0.08  0.24  1.22 


Abortion — Mortality  per  million  women  aged  15-45. 
England  and  Wales  : — 


No.  140  with  Sepsis. 

18 


No.  141  without  Sepsis. 
6 


’’Rates  per  1,000  total  population.  +Per  1,000  related  births. 

**Including  Puerperal  Fever. 


* 
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i • 
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1945. 

WAPDS 

Margam  W. 
Margatn  C. 

Mar  gam  N. 
Aberavon  S.  ... 
Aberavon  N.  ... 
Cwmavon 

Totals  
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TABLE  IV. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Notified. 

Treated — 

In  Vision 

At  Home.  Hospital.  Impoverd. 

Deaths. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

..  2 .... 

- 1 i 0 

0 

TABLE  V. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1945  : — 


NEW  CASES. 

Non- 

Pulmonary.  Pulmonary. 
M.  F.  M.  F. 

DEATHS. 

Non- 

Pulmonary.  Pulmonary. 
M.  F.  M.  F. 

Under  1 yr 0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 ... 

...  0 

0 

Over  1 yr  and 

under  5 yrs 1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 ... 

...  0 

0 

Over  5 yrs.  and 

under  10  yrs 2 

4 

1 

3 

0 

o ... 

...  o 

0 

Over  10  yrs.  and 

under  15  yrs 1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

o ... 

...  0 

0 

Over  15  yrs.  and 

under  20  yrs.  2 

13 

0 

2 

1 

4 ... 

...  1 

0 

Over  20  yrs.  and 

under  25  yrs 8 

13 

0 

2 

2 

3 ... 

...  0 

0 

Over  25  yrs.  and 

under  35  yrs 13 

12 

0 

1 

3 

o ... 

...  0 

0 

Over  35  yrs.  and 

under  45  yrs 4 

2 

....  0 

0 

0 

1 ... 

...  0 

0 

Over  45  yrs.  and 

under  55  vrs 8 

2 

....  0 

2 

1 

o ... 

...  0 

0 

Over  55  yrs.  and 

under  65  vrs.  3 

0 

....  0 

1 

3 

o ... 

...  0 

0 

Over  65  yrs.  1 

0 

....  0 

0 

1 

o ... 

...  0 

0 

Totals  43 

50 

....  2 

11  

11 

8 ... 

...  1 

0 
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TABLE  VI. 

Table  showing  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
removed  to  the  Hospital  since  the  opening  of  the  Institution. 

Treated  at  Old  Isolation  Hospital  years  1897  to  1931 


inclusive : — 

Scarlet  Fever  1,325 

Diphtheria  1,692 

Typhoid  Fever  25 

3,042 

Add  cases  treated  in  Hospital  from  Margam 

District  prior  to  Amalgamation  172 

Grand  Total  3,214 

Treated  at  Groeswen  Hospital : — 

=3 


=3 


Year. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria. 

Erysipelas. 

Meningitis. 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

Infantile 

Paralysis. 

Enteric  Fever 

1933 

...  134 

...  26 

..  2 .. 

9 . 

. 0 .. 

0 .. 

0 .. 

0 

1934 

...  175 

...  76 

..  1 .. 

5 . 

. 0 .. 

0 .. 

0 .. 

0 

1935 

...  53 

...  23 

..  1 .. 

3 .. 

. 0 .. 

0 .. 

0 .. 

0 

1936 

...  168 

...  27  . 

..  0 .. 

7 .. 

. 0 .. 

0 .. 

0 .. 

2 

1937 

...  181 

...  21  . 

..  1 .. 

0 .. 

. 0 .. 

0 .. 

0 .. 

2 

1938 

...  289 

...  118 

..  0 .. 

2 .. 

. 1 .. 

4 .. 

3 .. 

1 

1939 

...  55 

...  140 

..  1 .. 

2 .. 

. 2 .. 

3 . 

1 .. 

0 

1940 

...  45 

..  133  . 

..  0 .. 

5 .. 

. 38  .. 

5 .. 

0 .. 

0 

1941 

...  38 

..  64  . 

..  1 .. 

1 .. 

. 26  .. 

0 .. 

0 .. 

0 

1942 

...  52 

..  45  . 

..  0 .. 

6 .. 

. 13  .. 

1 . 

0 .. 

0 

1943 

...  94 

...  154 

..  0 .. 

1 .. 

. 7 .. 

0 .. 

0 .. 

0 

1944 

..  114 

...  198 

..  1 .. 

3 .. 

. 4 .. 

1 

o 

0 

1945 

..  90 

...  86 

..  0 .. 

3 .. 

. 3 .. 

4 .. 

0 

0 

Totals 

1488 

...1121 

..  8 .. 

47  .. 

. 94  .. 

18  .. 

4 ... 

5 
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TABLE  VII. 


Classification  of  Causes  of  Death  during  1945. 

As  recorded  by  the  Registrar  General. 


Cavse>s  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

All  Causes  

270  .... 

...  213 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

o 

o 

2 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

o 

1 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  

o 

A 

4 

Whooping  Cough  

0 

0 

5 

Diphtheria  

? 

0 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

20 

15 

7 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

3 

5 

8 

Syphilitic  Diseases  

1 

0 

9 

Influenza  

g 

9 

10 

Measles  

1 

o 

11 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis  

0 . 

0 

12 

Acute  in  Encephalitis  

1 

9 

13 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  & oesophagus  (male) 
(female)  

, Uterus 

3 

5 

14 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  

9 

6 

15 

Cancer  of  breast  

0 

6 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

33 

13 

17 

Diabetes  

1 

1 

18 

Tntra-cranial  vascular  lesions  

22 

17 

19 

Heart  Disease  

56 

52: 

20 

Other  disease  of  circulatory  system  

7 

1 

21 

Bronchitis  

17 

10 

99 

Pneumonia  

15 

8 

23 

Other  respiratorv  diseases  

3' 

9 

24 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  

4 

1 

25 

Diarrhoea,  under  2 years  

0 . 

4 

26 

Appendicitis  

1 .. 

1 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases  

2 . 

4 

28 

Nephritis  F. 

5 .... 

...  16 

29 

Puerperal  and  Post  abortive  Sepsis  

0 .. 

0 

30 

Other  maternal  causes  

0 .... 

0 

31 

Premature  Birth  

0 .... 

5 

32 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  Injury, 
Disease  

Infantile 

9 ... 

7 

33 

Suicide 

0 .... 

...  0 

34 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

8 .... 

9 

35 

Other  violent  causes  .. . 

12  .... 

4 

36 

All  other  causes  

V .... 

..  21 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  year  : — 

19  ... 

...  23 

18  ... 

...  23 

1 ... 

...  0 

Live  Births  :• — Total  

347  ... 

...  376 

Legitimate  

331  ... 

...  303 

Illegitimate  , 

16  ... 

...  23 

StiMI -births  • Total  

7 ... 

...  6 

Legitimate  

6 ... 

5 

Illegitimate  

....  1 ... 

...  i 

* 
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BOROUGH  OF  PORT  TALBOT. 


Annual  Report 

of  the 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1945. 
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Borough  of  Port  Talbot 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
the  Borough  of  Port  Talbot. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Edwards  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  Twelfth  Annual 
Report  upon  the  activities  of  your  Sanitary  Services. 

Whilst  the  year  1945  brought  its  rejoicing,  it  gave  cause 
for  much  reflection,  and  in  all  men  of  good  will,  a resolve  to 
work  for  a better  world.  These  desires  were  manifested 
locally,  where  we  have  a vast  amount  of  leeway  to  make  up 
in  all  directions, — Housing,  of  course,  occupying  the  premier 
position. 

We  found  1945  a very  difficult  year,  so  far  as  our  duties 
in  effecting  repairs  to  properties  and  the  abatement  of  nuis- 
ances was  concerned.  Materials  were  difficult  to  obtain,  and 
labour  was  even  worse.  In  some  cases  urgent  repairs  were 
held  up  by  owners  who  took  advantage  of  the  position,  and 
by  busy  contractors  who  simply  could  not  cope  with  their 
orders.  All  this  increased  the  difficulties  of  your  Sanitary 
Inspectors.  By  rendering  every  assistance,  however,  to 
owners  of  property  to  secure  the  services  of  tradesmen  and 
any  necessary  repair  materials — quantities  of  which  were 
obtainable  by  compliance  with  certain  procedure — we  were 
able  to  carry  through  a large  amount  of  repair  work  in  spite 
of  the  many  difficulties. 

We  were  relieved  during  the  year  of  our  onerous  Civil 
Defence  Duties,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  Welsh  Board 
of  Health,  we  arranged  for  and  secured  the  return  of  all  but 
three  of  the  evacuees  billeted  in  this  Borough. 
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Mr.  Idris  James,  District  Sanitary  Inspector  resigned  in 
August,  and  left  the  service  on  the  15th  of  September  for  an 
appointment  as  District  Sanitary  Inspector,  Cookham  R.D.C  , 
and  Mr.  W.  J.  Rees,  District  Sanitary  Inspector,  left  on  the 
15th  of  December,  to  take  up  his  appointment  as  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  Surveyor  to  the  Brecknock  R.D.C.  Although 
these  vacancies  were  not  filled  until  February  of  1946,  I was 
successful,  with  the  assistance  of  the  remaining  District 
Sanitary  Inspector,  in  maintaining  the  efficiency  of  the  De- 
partment in  the  meantime. 

It  is  my  pleasant  duty  to  thank  my  Staff  for  the  extra- 
ordinary good  work  carried  out  during  the  year,  and  I would 
particularly  like  to  pay  tribute  to  Mr.  Leslie  Carter,  District 
Sanitary  Inspector,  for  the  very  conscientious  manner  in 
which  he  assisted  me  when  the  Department  was  under- 
staffed. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Edwards  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Cl- 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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The  Report  of  G.  A.  Morgan,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Inspector  under  the  Factories 
and  Housing  Acts. 


GENERAL  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

The  nature  and  number  of  inspections  carried  out  by  your 
Inspectors  during  the  year  were  as  follows : — 

Housing  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  2,417 

Structural  Defects  1,113 

Foul  Conditions  641 

Disinfestations  49 

Overcrowding  127 

Schools  135 

Pigstyes  and  Swine  Keeping  410 

Ashpits,  Privies  and  Cesspools  316 

Stables,  Refuse  and  Manure  214 

Animals  Improperly  Kept  44 

Other  Nuisances  476 

Slaughterhouses  645 

Meat  and  Other  Foods  2,743 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  1,154 

Water  Supplies  547 

Drains,  Yards  and  W.C’s 1,719 

Infectious  Diseases  483 

Workshops  and  Bakehouses  131 

Common  Dodging  Houses  53 

Offensive  Trades  72 

Cinemas  51 

Tenements  68 

Billeting  3,647 

Food  Salvage  289 

Military  Camps  6 


Total 


17,550 
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The  number  of  Nuisances  discovered,  together  with  the 
number  of  Notices  served  during  the  year,  were  as 
follows : — 


Nature  of  Inspections. 

Nuisances 

Discovered. 

Informal 

Notices 

Served. 

Statutory 

Notices 

Served. 

Structural  Defects 

205  

205  .... 

124 

Foul  Conditions 

91  

91 

29 

Infestation  

6 

6 

1 

Overcrowding  

— 

— 

— 

Schools  

2 

2 

— 

Pigstyes  & Swine  keep- 

keeping  

24  

24  .... 

1 

Ashpits,  Privies  and 

Cesspools  

14  

14  .... 

2 

Stables,  Refuse  and 

Manure  

31  

31  .... 

1 

Animals  Improperly 

Kept  

7 

7 .... 

1 

Other  Nuisances 

51  

51  .. 

5 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

11  

11  .... 

..  - — 

Water  Supplies  

101  

101  

64 

Drains,  Yards  and 

W.C’s.  

184  

184  .... 

80 

Workshops  and  Bake- 

houses  

4 

4 .... 

— 

Common  Lodging 

Houses  

1 

1 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

2 

2 .... 

— 

Tenements  

6 

6 

— 

Rats  and  Mice  

5 

5 .... 

1 

Totals  

745  

745  

309 

The  work  carried  out  in  order  to  abate  the  various 
nuisances  discovered  was  as  follows  : — 

Structural  Defects. 

53  floors  relaid,  61  floors  repaired,  105  walls  replastered. 
89  walls  made  damp-proof,  28  walls  repaired,  16  walls  re- 
pointed, 31  external  walls  cement  rendered  11  boundary 
walls  rebuilt,  17  boundary  walls  repaired,  12  new  ceilings 
constructed,  32  ceilings  repaired,  21  new  doors  provided,  27 
doors  repaired  or  rehung,  19  door  frames  repaired,  23 
windows  renewed,  77  windows  repaired,  12  windows  made 
openable,  71  windows  provided  with  sash  cords,  30  skirting 
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boards  repaired,  3 new  ovens  fixed,  22  ovens  repaired,  10 
grates  renewed,  41  grates  repaired,  1 house  provided  with 
food  storage  facilities,  8 wash  coppers  repaired,  7 hearths 
repaired,  5 staircases  repaired,  12  chimneys  repaired,  97  roofs 
repaired,  4 flashings  repaired,  26  weather  and  fascia  boards 
repaired,  24  shoots  repaired,  21  roof  gutterings,  etc.  cleared 
out,  4 new  downpipes  provided,  17  downpipes  repaired,  1 
coalhouse  structure  repaired. 

Drains,  Yards  and  W.C’s. 

15  drainage  systems  relaid,  10  drainage  systems  altered, 
35  drainage  systems  repaired,  29  inspection  chambers  re- 
paired, 6 new  inspection  chambers  provided,  1 new  ventilation 
shaft  provided  5 ventilation  shafts  repaired,  3 new  soil  pipes 
provided,  7 new  gullies  provided,  11  gullies  dished,  6 gully 
grids  provided,  5 waste  pipes  extended,  4 waste  pipes  re- 
paired, 1 new  wash-up  sink  provided,  19  yards  relaid  in 
cement  concrete,  37  yards  repaired,  2 new  urinal  accommoda- 
tion provided,  25  w.c.  structures  repaired.  13  new  w.c.  pans 
fixed,  11  w c.  pans  cleansed,  47  defective  joints  to  w c.  pans 
repaired,  14  w.c,  seats  and  risers  repaired,  28  w.c.  flushing 
tanks  repaired. 

Foul  Conditions. 

73  blocked  drains  cleared,  4 blocked  sewers  cleared  2 
nuisances  from  discharge  of  slop  water  into  back  lane  abated, 
3 foul  ditches  cleaned  out,  18  dwelling  houses  cleansed,  4 
sheep  carcases  buried. 

Schools. 

1 w.c.  and  urinal  cleansed,  1 ditch  adjoining  school 
cleaned  out. 

Pigstyes  and  Swine-keeping. 

4 styes  properly  drained  to  cesspools,  4 pigstye  floors  re- 
laid,  9 nuisances  from  improper  keeping  of  swine  abated,  14 
styes  limewashed  and  cleansed,  and  surrounding  area  cleansed 


Stables,  Refuse  and  Manure. 

2 stables  drained,  6 stables  cleansed  and  limewashed.  3 
enclosed  dung-pits  provided.  7 accumulations  of  manure  re- 
moved, 10  accumulations  of  refuse  removed,  7 dwelling  houses 
back  vards  cleansed  of  rubbish. 

r 


* 
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Ashpits,  Privies  and  Cesspools. 

8 cesspools  cleaned  out,  1 cesspool  abolished  and  chemical 
closet  substituted,  10  accumulations  of  refuse  removed. 

Animals  Improperly  Kept. 

1 dog  kennel  cleansed  and  limewashed,  8 nuisances  from 
poultry  keeping  abated. 

Other  Nuisances. 

4 smoke  nuisances  abated  17  cases  of  flooding  abated,  34 
rat  nuisances  abated,  1 foul  structure  demolished,  1 nuisance 
from  oil  and  grease  abated,  1 nuisance  from  drainage  of  slop 
water  to  river  abated. 


Water  Supplies. 

1 water  storage  system  and  filtering  bed  provided,  84 
water  services  to  dwelling  houses  repaired,  24  water  service 
systems  renewed,  29  water  services  to  w.c.  tanks  made  good, 
5 hot  water  systems  repaired,  8 new  boilers  provided. 

Tenements. 

2 walls  made  damp-proof,  2 ceilings  repaired  and  re- 
plastered, 3 floors  repaired,  4 windows  repaired,  lighting  pro- 
vided on  common  stairway,  1 nuisance  from  smoke  abated,  2 
cases  of  water  service  pipes  renewed  to  restore  adequate 
supply  of  water,  1 foodstore  provided,  1 washing  facilities  and 
1 new  w.c.  provided. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

1 house  cleansed  and  limewashed,  and  sanitary  conveni- 
ence repaired  and  made  good. 


Offensive  Trades. 

Burning  of  rubbish  from  floors  of  fat  boiling  premises  in 
works  furnace  causing  foul  smells  discontinued. 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 


The  quantity  of  diseased  and  unsound  meat  condemned 
during  the  year  at  the  Public  Abattoir  was:— 


20  cow  carcases  and  all 
Tuberculosis,  1 cow  carcase 
dition,  19  cow  carcases  and 


organs  affected  with  generalised 
and  all  organs  in  fevered  con- 
all  organs  with  dropsy  and 
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emaciation,  1 cow  carcase  and  all  organs  with  Johnes  dis- 
ease and  extensive  bruising,  1 heifer  carcase  and  all  organs 
with  generalised  Tuberculosis,  1 cow  forequarter  and  all 
organs  with  Tuberculosis,  1 forequarter  of  a heifer  with 
Tuberculosis,  2 cow  briskets  with  Tuberculosis,  2 cow  flanks 
with  Carcinoma,  1 portion  of  bovine  brisket  with  Tuber- 
culosis, 1 leg  of  beef  with  Abscesses,  80  cow  heads  and 
tongues  with  Tuberculosis,  4 cow  heads  with  Actinomycosis, 
5 bovine  heads  with  Actinomycosis,  13  bovine  heads  with 
Tuberculosis,  1 bovine  head  with  Abscesses,  99  cow  lungs 
with  Tuberculosis,  37  cow  lungs  with  Inflammation  and  Con- 
gestion, 33  cow  lungs  with  Hydatid  Cysts,  3 cow  lungs  with 
Abscesses,  2 bovine  lungs  with  Tuberculosis,  1 bovine  lung 
with  Tumour,  55  bovine  lungs  with  Hydatid  Cysts,  14  bovine 
lungs  with  Congestion  and  Inflammation,  16  bovine  lungs  with 
Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia,  17  cow  livers  with  Tuberculosis,  26 
cow  livers  with  Hydatid  Cysts,  44  cow  livers  with  Cavernous 
Angioma,  120  cow  livers  with  Cirrhosis,  27  cow  livers  with 
multiple  Abscesses,  227  bovine  livers  with  Cirrhosis  and 
Necrosis,  2 bovine  livers  with  Hepatitis,  340  portions  bovine 
livers  with  Cirrhosis,  1 bovine  liver  with  Cloudy  Swelling,  4 
bovine  livers  with  Abscesses,  4 cow  hearts  with  Tuberculosis. 
5 cow  hearts  with  Pericarditis,  2 bovine  hearts  with  Tuber- 
culosis. 2 bovine  hearts  with  Pericarditis,  22  cow  mesenteries 
with  Tuberculosis,  29  cow  mesenteries  with  Oedema,  14 
bovine  mesenteries  with  Tuberculosis,  1 bovine  mesentery 
with  Oedema,  4 cow  stomachs  with  Tuberculosis,  1 cow 
stomach  with  Carcinoma,  3 cow  spleens  with  Tuberculosis. 
1 cow  spleen  with  Carcinoma,  1 bovine  spleen  with  Tuber- 
culosis, 1 cow  skirting  with  Tuberculosis,  1 cow  skirting 
with  Carcinoma,  1 cow  skirting  with  Abscesses,  1 bovine 
skirting  with  Tuberculosis,  3 cow  udders  with  Abscesses  11 
cow  udders  with  Unduration,  4 cow  kidneys  with  Nephritis, 
1 cow  kidney  and  suet  fat  with  Multiple  Abscesses,  1 cow 
suet  fat  with  Carcinoma,  4 bovine  kidneys  with  Nephritis,  1 
pig  carcase  and  all  organs  with  swine  Esvsipelas,  1 pig 
carcase  and  all  organs  with  severe  injuries  and  putrifaction, 
9 pig  heads  and  tongues  with  Tuberculosis,  2 pig  lungs  with 
Tuberculosis,  1 pig  lung  with  Pneumonia,  1 pig  pluck  with 
Hydatid  Cysts,  1 pig  liver  with  Tuberculosis,  2 pig  mesen- 
teries with  Tuberculosis,,  2 calf  carcases  and  all  organs  with 
Immaturitv,  1 calf  carcase  and  all  organs  with  generalised 
Tuberculosis,  13  calf  carcases  and  all  organs  death  before 
slaughter,  1 calf  carcase  and  all  organs  with  Dropsy,  1 fore- 
quarter of  a calf  with  bruising,  2 calf  lungs  with  Inflamma- 
tion and  Congestion,  4 calf  livers  with  Cirrhosis,  1 calf  liver 
with  Abscesses,  1 calf  liver  with  Multiple  Abscesses,  2 calf 
Stomachs  with  Inflammation,  2 calf  kidneys  with  Tnflamma- 


Annual  Report. — 46 


tion,  1 calf  spleen  with  Multiple  Cysts,  6 sheep  carcases  and 
all  organs  with  Dropsy  and  Emaciation,  4 sheep  carcases  and 
all  organs — 'death  before  slaughter,  • 2 sheep  forequarter 
shoulders  with  Bruising,  1 portion  of  sheep’s  loin  with 
Bruising,  2 portions  of  hindquarter  of  lamb  with  Bruising, 
2 sheep  loins  with  Bruising,  3 sheep  legs  with  Bruising  1 
portion  of  sheep’s  leg  with  Bruising,  1 portion  of  sheep’s 
shoulder  with  Bruising,  241bs.  of  mutton  with  Bruising,  1 
shoulder  of  lamb  with  Abscesses,  1 breast  of  lamb  with 
Abscesses,  1,030  sheep  lungs  with  Threadworm,  32  sheep 
plucks  with  Hydatid  Cysts  and  Threadworm,  857  sheep  livers 
with  Cirrhosis  and  Fluke,  3 sheep  livers  with  Abscesses,  5 
sheep  livers  with  Hydatid  Cysts,  1 sheep  heart  with  Hydatid 
Cysts. 

Unsound  or  unwholesome  food  condemned  or  surrender- 
ed outside  the  Abattoir  was  as  follows: — 

15  tons  of  potatoes,  20  stone  of  hake,  16  stone  of  herrings, 

2 boxes  of  kippers,  11^ lbs.  of  haddock,  8961bs.  of  pears  64ibs. 

of  honey,  1251bs.  of  sultanas,  47  bars  of  salt,  4 bags  of  flour, 
121bs.  of  self-raising  flour,  841bs.  9ozs.  of  cheese,  281bs.  of 
sweets,  3 cartons  of  Mars  chocolate,  81bs.  of  ham,  1 shoulder 
of  lamb,  91bs.  of  mutton,  1 cow  heart,  751bs.  of  raisins,  281bs. 
of  pig  liver,  I5lbs.  of  sausage  meat,  110  (61b.)  tins. of  corned 
beef,  338  (12oz.)  tins  of  corned  beef,  134  tins  of  pilchards, 
12  tins  of  pilchards  in  tomato  sauce,  3 tins  of  minced  beef 
loaf,  8 tins  of  Heinz  beans,  66  tins  of  beans,  55  tins  of  baked 
beans,  27  tins  of  pork  and  beans,  2 tins  of  camp  beans,  2 jars 
of  beef  paste,  4 tins  of  luncheon  meat,  11  (61b.)  tins  ol 

chopped  ham,  9 (% lb.)  tins  of  chopped  ham,  28  tins  of  pork 
luncheon  meat,  1 tin  of  herrings  in  tomato  sauce,  1 tin  of 
casserole  steak,  8 tins  brisket  beef,  10  tins  of  syrup,  4 tins  of 
cooking  syrup,  3 tins  of  Nestles  milk  1 tin  of  dried  milk,  49 
tins  of  condensed  milk,  110  tins  of  evaporated  milk,  19  tins 
of  skimmed  milk  126  tins  and  jars  of  mixed  jams,  1 tin  of 
prem,  2 tins  of  herrings,  17  tins  of  sardines,  1 tin  of  crayfish, 
6 tins  of  peas,  41b  s.  of  dried  peas,  4 tins  of  steak.  20  tins  of 
stewed  steak,  4 jars  of  picallili,  29  tins  of  marmalade,  5 tins 
of  vegetables  in  gravy,  3 tins  of  mixed  vegetables,  1 tin  of 
celery  soup  1 tin  of  chicken  soup,  1 tin  of  scotch  broth,  11 
tins  of  beans  in  tomato  soup,  1 tin  of  pork  beans  and  tomato 
sauce,  90  tins  of  soup,  2 tins  of  mull  soup,  1 jar  of  marmite, 
1 pkt.  of  dried  egg,  1 tin  of  cheese  meat,  1 tin  of  readv  cooked 
dinner,  22  tins  of  mackerel,  1 tin  of  Harries’s  brawn.  1 tin  of 
sausage  meat,  2 tins  of  kam  pork,  3 tins  of  chopped  pork,  2 
tins  of  canned  ham,  4 tins  of  beef  loaf,  4 tins  of  grape  fruit, 

3 tins  of  meat  and  vegetables,  14  tins  of  spam  13  jars  of 
pickles,  1 jar  of  pickle  cabbage,  3 tins  of  plums,  6 (lib.)  pkts. 
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of  semolina,  12  pkts.  of  baby  food,  6£lbs.  of  tea,  4 tins  of 
meat,  1341bs.  of  prunes,  38^1bs.  of  butter,  lib.  of  macaroni,  9 
tins  of  Batchelor's  Windsor  soup,  28  tins  of  salmon. 


The  whole  of  the  meat  condemned  at  the  Abattoir  and  a 
substantial  part  of  the  food  condemned  on  'the  District  was 
handed  over  to.  the  Ministry  of  Food  Salvage  Department 
for  conversion  into  Animal  Feeding  Products,  or  for  use  for 
industrial  purposes. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1936  and  Regulations. 

During  the  year  samples  of  various  foods  were  taken 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  at  the  Cardiff  and 
County  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cardiff.  The  variety  of 
foods,  number  of  samples,  and  result  of  analysis  were  as 
follows : — 


Article  Sampled. 

No.  of 

Samples  taken. 

Genuine. 

Not 

Genuine. 

Milk  

...  127 

122 

5 

Butter  

6 

6 

Margarine  

5 

5 

Lard  

6 

6 

Pearl  Barley  

1 

1 

Vinegar  

3 

2 

1 

Sponge  Mixture  

1 

1 

Cake  Mixture  

2 

2 



Rolled  Oats  

1 

1 

Table  Salt  

1 

1 

Malted  Slippery  Elm  Food 

1 

1 



Cocoa  

2 

2 

Mustard  

2 

2 

Bun  Flour  

1 

1 

Boiled  Sweets  

1 

1 

Sultanas  

1 

1 

Tea  

1 

1 

Cheese 

1 

1 

Beer  

6 

6 

\ sr.i  ri  n 

1 

1 

Whiskev 

1 

1 

Gin  

1 

1 

Golden  Raising  Powder 

1 

1 

— 

Baking  Powder  * 

1 

1 

— 

Totals  

174 

166' 

8 
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The  comparison  with  the  previous  year  is  as  follows : — 


Year. 

No.  of 

Samples  taken. 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine. 

1941 

149 

....  142 

7 

1942  

159 

....  128 

31 

1943 

135 

....  128 

.....  7 

1944 

119 

....  117 

2 

IQ/U 

174 

....  166 

8 

The  num'ber  of  samples  taken  is,  in  a measure,  deter- 
mined by  the  Laboratory. 

Number  of  Samples  taken  per  1,000  of  population 
(estimated  1945  at  39,000) — 4.4. 

Percentage  of  Milks  taken  not  conforming  to  standards 
in  relation  to  number  taken — 3.9%. 

Percentage  of  Foods  other  than  Milks  not  conforming  to 
standards  in  relation  to  number  taken- — 6.4%. 

Percentage  of  all  Foods  not  conforming  to  standards  in 
relation  to  number  taken — 4.6%. 


PARTICULARS  OF  FOODS  ADULTERATED  OR 
FALLING  BELOW  STANDARD. 

One  sample  of  Pearl  Barley,  from  Messrs.  J.  M.  Smith  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  High  Street,  Aberavon,  and  one  sample  of  Bun 
Flour  from  the  Taibach  and  Port  Talbot  Co-operative 
Society,  were  found,  on  analysis,  to  be  infested  with  meal 
mites.  The  practice  adopted  in  these  two  cases  was  to  have 
the  stocks  destroyed,  and  the  shelves  cleansed  and  dis- 
infected. 

A sample  of  Vinegar  from  Mrs.  E.  A.  Jackson,  Abbey 
Road,  Port  Talbot,  was  found  to  be  slightly  deficient  in 
acetic  acid  (1%).  In  this  instance  no  warning  was  given 
nor  action  taken,  but  further  samples  were  to  be  taken  from 
the  vendor,  but  since,  the  premises  have  changed  hands. 

One  sample  of  milk  from  Mr.  D.  John,  ,Wern  Farm, 
. dargam,  was  found,  upon  analvsis,  to  be  deficient  in  fat 
to  the  extent  of  not  less  than  9%.  “Appeal  to  the  cow” 
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samples  were  taken  as  a result.  The  milk  was  shown  to  be 
belo  wstandard.  The  Public  Analyst  advised  that  no  pro- 
ceedings be  taken. 

Another  sample  of  milk  from  VV.  Jones,  Glanafon  harm 
Port  Talbot,  was  found  to  contain  16%  deficiency  in  milk 
fat.  As  a result  ol  this  deficiency,  samples  were  taken  from 
the  producer,  Mrs.  E.  Eoveluck,  Pentitle  Farm,  Margam,  in 
course  of  delivery  to  the  retailer,  one  of  whic  was  found  to 
be  6%  deficient  in  fat.  “Appeal  to  cow”  samples  were  taken 
at  the  farm,  proving  the  milk  produced  to  be  genuine.  Pro- 
ceedings were  therefore  taken  against  W.  Jones,  who,  in 
turn,  laid  information  against  the  producer,  with  the  follow- 
ing result:  Ihe  case  against  W.  Jones  was  dismissed. 

Loveluck  was  fined  £3  with  two  guineas  costs.  In  addition. 
Jones  was  awarded  two  guineas  costs  to  be  paid  by  Loveluck. 

A further  .sample  of  milk  from  T.  Williams,  Ty’r  Kglwys 
Farm,  Aberavon,  was  found  to  be  deficient  in  miik  fat  to  the 
extent  of  not  less  than  8%.  Two  “appeal  to  the  cow" 
samples  were  taken  the  following  day,  showing  fat  contents 
of  4.5%  and  2.98%  milk  fat,  the  latter  being  .7%  deficient  in 
fat.  it  was  considered  that  this  was  not  due  to  any  abstrac- 
tion of  fat  from  the  milk  supply,  but  although  the  evening’s 
milk  was  of  good  quality,  the  morning’s  milk  was  below 
standard.  It  was  found  that  milking  was  carried  out  at 
irregular  times.  In  this  instance  the  producer  was  strongly 
warned  by  letter. 

Another  sample  of  milk  from  Mr.  J.  R.  Rees,  Moors 
Farm,  Aberavon,  was  found  to  be  deficient  in  milk  fat  of  not 
less  than  7%.  Two  “appeal  to  the  cow”  samples  were  taken 
the  following  morning,  and  these  were  found  to  be  genuine 
milks.  Proceedings  were  taken  against  Mr.  Rees,  and  he 
was  fined  £2  plus  15/-  analyst  fee. 

The  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1939. 

These  regulations  provide  that  unless  milk  contains  a 
minimum  of  3%  of  fat  and  8.5%  milk  solids  other  than  milk 
fat,  it  shall  be  presumed  until  the  contrary  is  proved  that  the 
milk  is  not  genuine.  The  average  percentage  composition 
of  the  whole  of  the  milk  sampled  in  the  Borough  in  1945  was 
as  follows : — 


Number  of  Milk 

Milk  fat 

Non-fatty  Solids 

samples  examined. 

percentage. 

percentage. 

127 

3.60% 

8.69% 
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The  figures  for  the  two  previous  years  were  as  follows: 


Number  of  Milk 

Milk  fat 

Non-fatty  Solids 

samples  examined. 

percentage. 

percentage. 

Year  1943  85 

3.63% 

8.66% 

„ 1944  66 

3.68% 

8.78% 

The  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations 
1925-1940. 

Samples  of  Margarine  indicated  the  presence  of  boric 
acid  in  the  following  proportions — 0.20%,  0 20%,  0.22%, 

0.16%  0.18%.  These  quantities  do  not  exceed  the  limit  per- 
mitted by  licence  under  the  Margarine  (Addition  of  Borax) 
Order,  1940. 

Six  samples  of  beer  were  free  from  arsenic,  with  no 
excess  of  sulphites,  and  with  traces  only  of  lead  or  copper. 

A sample  of  boiled  sweets  was  free  from  arsenic  and 
sulphites. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

Several  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  all  farms 
producing  milk  within  the  Borough.  Much  requires  to  be 
done  before  one  can  feel  really  happy  with  the  general  con- 
ditions associated  with  our  milk  supply.  One  does  appre- 
ciate however,  that  in  spite  of  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome, 
there  is  a genuine  effort  on  the  part  of  the  producer  to  give 
a good  quality  milk  supply.  The  bacteriological  reports  on 
the  many  milk  samples  taken  during  the  year  show  a decided 
improvement  on  the  results  of  previous  years.  This  is  not 

so,  however,  in  respect  of  milks  submitted  to  the  Resazurin 
Test. 


Two  structures  for  the  storage  of  milk  and  milk  utensils 
were  constructed,  and  one  cowshed  was  re-modelled  durincr 
the  year.  _ The  number  of  inspections  to  farms  and  dairv 
premises  increased  to  1,154 


National  Mi'k  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme. 

Samples  of  milk  taken  for  examination  by  the  Resazurin 

s .eepmg  quality  together  with  their  classifying 
categories  were  as  follows:—  r g 
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Month. 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


Totals 


-A. 

B. 

C. 

Total 

65  .... 

7 

7 

79 

61  ... 

18  

4 

83 

59  .... 

16  

6 

81 

52  .... 

16  

14 

82 

24  .... 

...  29  

31 

84 

35  .... 

...  23  

25 

83 

35  ... 

16  

34 

85 

43  .... 

...  11  

30 

84 

46  ... 

...  12  

27 

......  85 

65  ... 

...  12  

9 

86 

57  ... 

...  18  

3 

78 

65  ... 

...  11  

4 

80 

607  ... 

...  189  

194 

990 

Designated  Milks. 

The  following  persons  were  licenced  during  the  year 
to  retail  graded  milks  within  the  Borough  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Special  Designations)  Regu- 
lations. 1936-41 : — 

Messrs.  The  Cambrian  Dairies,  Ltd.,  Port  Talbot. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  Bottling  Licence. 

Messrs.  The  Cambrian  Dairies,  Ltd.,  Port  Talbot. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : Pasteuriser’s  Licence. 

Messrs.  The  Afon  Valley  Co-operative  Society,  Cwmavon. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : Supplementary  Licence 

Messrs.  The  Pantdu  Co-operative  Society,  Cwmavon. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : Supplementary  Licence. 

Messrs.  The  Pontrhvdvfen  Co-operative  Society. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : Supplementary  Licence 

Messrs.  The  Briton  Ferry  & Neath  Co-operative  Society. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : Supplementary  Licence 

Messrs.  The  Taibach  & Port  Talbot  Co-operative  Society. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : Supplementary  Licence 

Mr.  David  Davies,  Velindre  Dairy,  Margaret  Street,  Velindre. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : Supplementary  Licence. 

Milk  Sampled  for  Bacteriological  Standard  at  Cardiff  and 
County  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

A total  of  92  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for 
Bacteriological  Examination  during  the  year.  Of  this 
number  78  were  satisfactory  and  14  unsatisfactory.  Whilst 
these  results  are  a considerable  improvement  on  the  previous 
year’s  results,  they  cannot  be  considered  as  entirely 
satisfactory. 
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Examination  of  Milk  for  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

Thirteen  samples  of  milk  produced  within  the  Borough 
were  submitted  during  the  year  to  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory for  examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli,  as  follows  : — 

Date.  Name  & Address  of  Producer.  Tubercle  Bacilli 


16.12.45 

16.12.45 

31.3.45 

13.7.45 
24.8  45 

24.8.45 

14.9.45 

10.10.45 


E.  John,  Cwmclais  Farm,  Cwmavon  Absent 

D.  Lewis,  Bwlch  Farm,  Cwmavon  „ 

W.  Adams  Graig  Farm,  Cwmavon  „ 

T.  Williams,  Ty’r  Eglwys  Farm,  Baglan  ,, 

L.  Williams,  Pentwvn  Farm,  Baglan „ 

I.  Lewis,  Sarn  Farn  Farm,  Baglan  „ 

A.  Jones,  Cwmbrombil  Farm,  Margam  ,, 

J.  Rees,  Moors  Farm  Aberavon  ,, 

R.  David,  Longlands  Farm,  Margam „ 

Loveluck,  Pentitle  Farm,  Margam  „ 

W.  Howell.  New  Mill  Farm,  Margam  ..  ., 

David,  Hafod  Heulog  Farm,  Margam „ 

R.  Thomas,  Tyncelar  Farm  Margam Present 


It  will  be  observed  that  there  was  one  positive  case. 
Immediate  action  was  taken,  the  offending  cow  being  re- 
moved from  the  herd  and  slaughtered. 

A cow  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  was 
also  discovered  .in  the  milk  herd  at  Graig  Goch  Farm, 
Margam.  This  cow  was  brought  to  the  Public  Abattoir 
and  slaughtered,  the  presence  of  Tuberculosis  being 
confirmed. 


Slaughterhouses. 

i The  slaughter  of  animals  for  sale  is  still  centralised  at 
the  Public  Abattoir. 


This  Abattoir  serves,  in  addition  to  our  own  Borough 
the  surrounding  areas  of  Glyncorrwg  U.D.C.,  Porthcawl 
U.D.C.,  and  part  of  Penybont  RD.C.  The  carcases  and 
organs  of  all  animals  killed  at  the  Abattoir  were  examined 
by  your  Inspectors,  and  I am  again  in  the  happv  position  to 
report  a 100%  inspection.  The  particulars  T meat  con- 
demned  are  found  m this  report  under  the  heading  of  Meat 

A)?daF0,0HnSpectl0n’  and  also  in  returns  supplied  to  the 
edical  Officer  of  Health,  and  included  in  his  report  The 

22, 4276 r °f  an'ma  S kllled  and  inspected  during  the  year  was 
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I have  again  to  report  the  general  unsatisfactory  con- 
ditions prevailing  at  the  Abattoir,  and  the  need  of  a modern 
premises. 

Notification  of  Slaughter  and  Presence  of  Diseased  Meat. 

The  times  of  slaughtering  were  again  varied,  and  some- 
what irregular.  Slaughtering  .has  some  times  been  carried 
on  late  into  the  night  and  at  week-ends.  The  Slaughter- 
house Manager  co-operated  with  your  Inspectors  so  that  a 
maximum  of  time  could  be  spent  on  the  district,  when  there 
was  no  slaughtering  at  the  Abattoir. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

The  provisions  of  this  Act  were  complied  with  during 
the  year.  A duplicate  electroletha  should  however,  be  kept 
in  stock,  for  when  the  existing  instrument  breaks  down, 
slaughtering  has  either  to  be  discontinued  or  the  slaughter 
of  Animal  Act,  contravened. 

Water  Supplies. 

Our  water  supplies  are  not  filtered,  but  the  main  supplies 
are  Chlorinated. 

Reports  were  submitted  to  Council  during  the  year  on 
the  need  of  greater  protection  from  pollution  of  the  various 
water  sheds.  Several  unsatisfactory  reports  were  received 
from  the  Bacteriologist  in  respect  of  samples  of  water 
collected  from  our  various  supplies.  A copy  of  each  report 
was  sent  to  the  Surveyor,  and  from  time  to  time  submitted 
to  Council. 

Particulars  in  respect  of  inspections,  service  of  Notices 
and  work  done  is  shown  elsewhere  in  this  report. 

Overcro  wdin  g. 

No  statutory  action  was  taken  during  the  year  in  respect 
of  cases  of  illegal  overcrowding.  Until  such  time  as  we 
meet  the  demand  for  housing  accommodation,  such  action 
would  only  tend  to  aggravate  the  suffering  now  experienced 
through  the  shortage  The  need  has  arisen  for  another 
overcrowding  survey  of  the  Rorough,  and  were  it  not  for 
staffing  difficulties  it  would  have  already  been  commenced. 

Rents  and  Mortgage  Interest  Restriction  Acts. 

A certificate  was  granted  to  Mrs.  Margaret  Evans,  the 
occupier  of  118,  Water  Street,  Aberavon,  this  premises  not 
being  in  a reasonable  state  of  repair. 
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Factories. 

Our  activities  under  the  Factory  Act  1937  were  as 
follows : — 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories. 


Premises. 

Inspec- 

tions. 

Number  oi 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

pro- 

secuted. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories 

Workshops 

Workplaces 

131 

8 .. 

Totals  

131 

8 .. 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories. 

Number 
of  offences 

in  respect 

Number  of  Defects — of  which 

Referred  Prosecu- 

Reme-  to  H.M.  tions  were 


Particulars.  Found.  died.  Inspector.  instituted 

(1) (2)  (3)  (4)  (5) 

Nuisances  under  the 

Public  Health  Acts — 

Cleanliness  3 3 — — 

Ventilation  — — — — 

Overcrowding  — — — . — 


Drainage  of  floors  ...  1 1 

Other  Nuisances  — — 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

Insufficient  — — 

Defective  4 3 

Not  Separate  — * — 

Totals  8 7 


The  following  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year : — 
3 bakehouses  cleansed  and  hmewashed,  3 w.c  !s  rebuilt  2 
sanitary  arrangements  cleansed  and  limewashed,  2 new  w.c~ 
structures  built,  4 new  w.c.  pans  fixed,  4 w.c.  flushing  tanks 
provided,  1 water  supply  laid  on  to  w.c.,  1 floor  of  workshop 
relaid,  3 w.c.’s  provided  with  doors  and  artificial  light. 
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Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  Infestation  Order, 
1943. 

Owing  to  the  extensive  infestation  of  our  sewers,  an  in- 
struction was  received  from  the  Ministry  of  (Food  that  a 
second  treatment  should  be  instituted.  Rodent  Operatives 
were  re-employed  and  work  commenced  in  March,  and 
finished  in  July.  The  whole  of  the  sewerage  system  of  the 
Borough  being  dealt  with.  During  the  previous  treatment 
of  our  sewers,  the  bait  base  used  was  Sausage  Rusk,  and 
poison  was  Zinc  Phosphide.  On  this  occasion  it  was 
necessary  to  change  both  bait  base  and  poison  bait,  so  bread 
mash,  bait  base,  and  barium  carbonate  poison  were  used. 


Brief  particulars  of  the  second  treatment  of  our  sewers 
are  as  follows : — 


1.  2. 

Date.  Section  of  Sewers. 

3. 

No.  of 
Manholes 
Baited. 

4. 

No.  of 
Bodies 
Pound. 

5. 

Estimated 

Rats 

Destroyed. 

12.3.45  Oakwood  & Graig 

60  ... 

....  45  ... 

....  120 

19.3.45  Cwmavon  

70 

....  35  ... 

....  280 

26.3.45  Cwmavon  

70 

....  52  ... 

....  520 

2.4.45  Cwmavon  

67 

....  64  ... 

....  640 

9.4.45  Cwmavon  

116  .. 

....  96  ... 

....  720 

16.4.45  Pantdu  & Velindre 103 

....  80 

....  800 

23.4.45  Bryn  

60 

....  80  .. 

....  800 

30.4.45  Bryn  

60 

....  68 

....  680 

7.5.45  Baglan  

127 

....  136 

1200 

14.5.45  Baglan  

52 

....  73 

....  560 

21.5.45  Baglan  

52 

....  60 

80 

28.5.45  Aberavon  

54 

....  47 

....  320 

4.6.45  Aberavon  

125 

....  102 

....  1200 

11.6.45  Aberavon  

140 

....  132 

....  2000 

18.6.45  Aberavon  

104 

....  43 

....  440 

25.6.45  Port  Talbot 

146 

....  35 

....  400 

2.7.45  Port  Talbot 

122 

....  70 

....  640 

9.7.45  Port  Talbot 

103  .. 

....  62 

...  400 

16.7.45  Port  Talbot 

75 

....  75 

560 

23  7.45  Port  Talbot 

93 

....  76 

560 

23.7.45  Port  Talbot  (Govtre)  130 

....  203 

....  2400 

30  7.45  Port  Talbot 

69 

....  47 

....  320 

1998 

....  1681 

....  15640 

The  Assistant  Divisional  Pood  Officer,  in  acknowledging 
receipt  of  our  statistics  relative  to  this  second  treatment  of 
our  sewers,  pointed  out  that  the  heavy  degree  of  rat  infesta- 
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tion  shown  to  exist,  was  such  that  periodical  maintenance 
treatment  was  very  desirable. 

During  the  year,  all  Council  refuse  dumps  and  depots 
were  treated,  and  work  also  undertaken  on  private  property. 
In  cases  where  treatment  was  undertaken  on  private  pro- 
perty, charges  made  upon  the  occupier  were  as  follows : — 

Works  on  Business  Premises. — Time  of  Rodent  Opera- 
tives plus  cost  of  material,  plus  15%  establishment  charges. 

Works  on  Dwelling  Houses. — Flate  rate  of  4/-. 

Favourable  reports  have  been  received  from  the  occupiers 
of  private  properties  of  the  efficiency  of  our  methods  of 
treatment. 


Infectious  Disease. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  vigdant  in  investigating 
all  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified.  The  time  spent  in 
detailed  investigation  helps  to  keep  infection  to  a minimum. 
In  some  cases  the  source  of  the  disease  may  be  ascertained, 
and  in  all  cases  various  steps  are  taken  to  prevent  its  spread. 
At  the  same  time  the  home,  and  home  surroundings  of  the 
patient  are  thoroughly  examined.  These  activities  on  the 
part  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  a valuable  contribution 
in  safeguarding  the  health  of  the  general  public.  Where 
cases  cannot  be  isolated  at  home  they  are  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  Immediately  following  the  removal  of 
an  infectious  case  to  hospital,  or,  where  a case  is  nursed  at 
home,  then  upon  receipt  of  a certificate  from  the  Medical 
Practitioner  that  the  patient  has  recovered,  the  home  and  all 
infected  bedding  and  clothing  are  disinfected.  It  will  be 
seen  from  the  particulars  of  cases  notified  that  all  persons 
suffering  fiom  Diphtheria  were  removed  to  hospital,  and 
only  14  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  treated  a thome.  We ’again 
interviewed  several  members  of  the  Merchant  Navy  and 
Armed  Forces  who  were  Small-pox  Contacts.  Advice  was 
given  and  ccntact  maintained  with  these  people  for  some 
time  I am,  however,  pleased  to  report  that  no  case  of 
Small-pox  was  notified  during  the  year.  The  number  of  in- 
spections made  under  this  heading  was  483,  and  a total  of  364 

diAffifected°USeS  and  423  !°tS  °f  beddinS  and  clothing  were 


.•  T'he  dis.ea®es  notified  during  the  year  and  their  distribu- 
tion into  Wards  of  the  Borough  are  as  follows: 
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Diphtheria. 

Of  the  122  cases  reported,  36  were  later  proved  to  be 
negative,  and  removed  from  our  records.  The  recorded 
cases  were  therefore  86.  These  figures  show  a great  decrease 
when  compared  with  the  174  cases  reported  in  1944. 


Month. 

Margam 

West 

Margam 

Central 

Margam  *§ 
North  u 

Aberavon 

South 

Aberavon 

North 

Cwmavon 

Totals 

Removed  to 
Hospital 

Jan. 

3 ... 

....  2 ... 

...  0 

..  4 .... 

..  1 

,.  4 .... 

..  14  ... 

...  14 

Feb. 

1 .. 

....  o ... 

...  0 

..  2 .... 

..  o 

..  3 .... 

..  6 ... 

...  6 

March 

3 ... 

....  4 ... 

...  3 

. 2 

..  1 

. 4 .... 

..  17  ... 

...  17 

April 

1 

....  o ... 

...  0 

..  2 .... 

..  0 

1 ... 

..  4 ... 

...  4 

May 

2 .. 

....  0 ... 

...  0 

..  1 .... 

..  o 

..  1 .... 

..  4 ... 

...  4 

June 

o ... 

....  4 ... 

...  0 

. o .... 

..  0 

,.  o .... 

..  4 ... 

...  4 

July 

4 ... 

....  o ... 

...  0 

. 1 .... 

..  3 

..  1 .... 

..  9 ... 

...  9 

August 

3 .. 

....  o ... 

...  0 

,.  4 .... 

..  1 

..  o .... 

..  8 ... 

...  8 

Sept. 

1 .. 

....  o ... 

...  0 

..  o .... 

..  0 

..  o .... 

..  1 ... 

...  1 

Oct. 

3 ... 

....  3 ... 

...  3 

. 3 .... 

..  1 

..  o .... 

..  7 ... 

...  7 

Nov. 

1 ... 

....  4 ... 

...  1 

. o .... 

..  1 

..  o .... 

..  7 ... 

...  7 

Dec. 

o ... 

....  3 ... 

...  2 

. o .... 

..  0 

. o .... 

..  5 ... 

...  5 

Totals 

22  ... 

...  20  .... 

..  6 

. 16  

. 8 

. 14  .... 

..  86  ... 

...  86 

The  number  of  houses  affected  was — 

77  houses  with  1 case  in  each  77 

3 houses  with  2 cases  in  each  6 

1 house  with  3 cases  3 


86  cases 


Scarlet  Feyer. 

105  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  one  of  these 
was  later  withdrawn.  The  number  was  a decrease  compared 
with  137  cases  notified  during  1944.  Of  these  cases  90  were 
removed  to  Hospital. 
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Month. 

Margam 

West 

Margam 

Central 

Margam  51 
North  > 

k 

a 

Aberavon  J 
South 

1 

Aberavon 

North 

Cwmavon 

Totals 

Removed  to 
Hospital 

Jan. 

10  

. 3 ... 

...  1 .. 

....  6 .. 

....  2 .... 

..  1 • 

....  23  ... 

...  14 

Feb. 

5 

. 4 ... 

...  0 . 

....  2 ... 

....  2 

..  o .. 

....  13  ... 

...  12 

March 

2 ..... 

. 3 ... 

...  o .. 

....  2 ... 

...  0 

. o .. 

....  7 ... 

...  7 

April 

1 

. 3 ... 

...  0 ... 

....  1 ... 

...  2 

. 0 .. 

....  7 ... 

...  7 

May 

1 

. 1 ... 

...  1 ... 

....  2 ... 

...  1 

. o .. 

....  6 ... 

...  6 

June 

1 

1 

...  0 ... 

....  2 ... 

...  2 

. o .. 

....  6 ... 

...  5 

July 

1 

. 2 ... 

...  o .. 

....  3 ... 

...  1 

. o .. 

....  7 ... 

...  5 

August 

3 

. o ... 

...  2 ... 

....  4 ... 

...  0 

. 0 .. 

....  9 ... 

...  9 

Sept. 

2 

. 1 ... 

...  1 ... 

....  1 ... 

...  0 

. o .. 

....  5 ... 

...  5 

Oct. 

5 

. o ... 

...  0 ... 

....  0 ... 

...  0 

. 1 .. 

....  6 ... 

...  6 

Nov. 

4 

. 2 ... 

...  o ... 

...  3 ... 

...  0 

. o .. 

....  9 ... 

...  9 

Dec. 

1 

. 1 ... 

...  2 ... 

...  o ... 

...  1 

. 1 .. 

....  6 ... 

...  5 

Totals 

36  

21  ... 

...  7 ... 

...  26  ... 

...  11 

. 3 ... 

...104  ... 

...  90 

The  number  of  houses  affected  ,was  99. 

95  houses  with  one  case  in  each  95 

3 houses  with  two  cases  in  each  6 

1 house  with  three  cases  3 


104  cases 


Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis. 

Of  the  6 cases  notified  3 proved  to  be  negative  and  were 
removed  from  our. records.  The  recorded  cases  were  there- 
fore 3.  All  these  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital.  These 
figures  correspond  with  those  of  1944. 
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Month. 

Margam 
W est 

Margam 

Central 

WARDS. 

- E 

£2  O 

wit:  2 -£ 

^2,  £ c/2 

Aberavon 

North 

Cwmavon 

Totals 

Removed  to 
Hospital 

Jan. 

......  0 ... 

...  o ... 

...  o ... 

...  1 

0 

. 0 

1 ... 

...  1 

Feb. 

1 ... 

...  o ... 

...  o ... 

...  0 

0 

. 0 

1 ... 

...  1 

Mar. 

o ... 

...  o ... 

...  o ... 

...  0 

0 

. 0 

0 ... 

...  0 

April 

0 .... 

...  o ... 

...  0 

...  0 

0 

. 0 

o ... 

...  0 

May 

0 .... 

...  0 

...  o 

...  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

June 

o .... 

...  0 ... 

...  0 ... 

...  0 

0 

. 0 

o ... 

...,  o 

July 

o ... 

...  o ... 

...  0 .. 

....  0 

0 

..  0 

0 ... 

...  0 

Aug. 

0 ... 

...  o ... 

...  0 .. 

....  0 

a 

0 

o ... 

...  0 

Sept. 

0 .... 

...  o ... 

...  o ... 

...  0 

o 

..  0 

0 ... 

...  0 

Oct. 

o ... 

...  0 ... 

...  0 ... 

....  0 

o 

..  0 

o ... 

...  0 

Nov. 

0 ... 

...  0 ... 

...  0 . 

....  0 

o .... 

..  0 

o ... 

...  0 

Dec. 

o ... 

...  o ... 

...  o ... 

....  1 

o .... 

..  0 

1 ... 

...  1 

Totals 

1 ... 

...  o ... 

...  o .. 

....  2 

o .... 

..  0 

3 ... 

...  3 

Erysipelas. 

Four  cases 

of  this  disease  were 

notified,  and 

of 

these 

three  were  removed  to  Hospital. 


Month. 

Margam 

West 

Margam 

Central 

WARDS, 
n a 

J2 

Aberavon 

North 

Cwmavon 

Totals 

Removed  to 
Hospital 

Jan. 

0 

...  o ... 

...  0 

....  o .. 

....  0 .. 

0 

....  0 ... 

...  0 

Feb. 

0 

...  o ... 

...  0 .. 

....  o .. 

....  0 .. 

0 

....  o ... 

...  0 

Mar. 

o ... 

...  o ... 

...  0 

....  0 

....  o .. 

....  0 .. 

....  o ... 

0 

April 

o ... 

...  o ... 

...  0 .. 

....  0 

0 

0 .. 

....  0 

...  0 

Mav 

o ... 

...  o ... 

...  o .. 

....  1 . 

....  o .. 

....  o .. 

....  1 ... 

...  1 

June 

0 ... 

...  o ... 

...  o ... 

...  o ... 

....  0 .. 

....  o ... 

...  o ... 

...  0 

July 

o ... 

...  0 ... 

...  1 .. 

....  o .. 

....  o .. 

....  o ... 

....  1 ... 

...  0 

Aug. 

0 ... 

...  0 ... 

...  o .. 

....  o .. 

....  o .. 

....  o ... 

....  o ... 

...  0 

Sept. 

o ... 

...  o ... 

...  0 

....  0 

....  o .. 

....  0 .. 

....  0 ... 

...  0 

Oct. 

o ... 

...  o ... 

...  0 .. 

....  o .. 

....  1 . 

....  o ... 

....  1 ... 

...  1 

Nov. 

1 ... 

...  n ... 

...  0 .. 

....  0 .. 

....  o .. 

....  0 ... 

1 

...  1 

Dec. 

o ... 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 . 

....  0 

...  0 

....  o ... 

0 

Totals 

1 ... 

...  o ... 

...  1 .. 

...  1 .. 

....  1 .. 

....  o ... 

....  4 ... 

3 

o 


Annual  Report. — 59 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

There  were  four  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  notified  and 
all  these  were  treated  at  the  Groeswen  Hospital. 


Month. 

Margam 

West 

Margam 

Central 

WARDS. 

§3  L 

3 S,  " o 

Aberavon 

North 

a 

0 
> 
cO 

3 

1 

Totals 

Removed  to 
Hospital 

Jan. 

o .... 

..  o .... 

..  0 .... 

..  0 ... 

...  0 ... 

...  0 .... 

..  o ... 

...  0 

Feb. 

0 .... 

..  o .... 

..  0 

..  o ... 

...  0 ... 

...  0 .... 

..  o ... 

...  0 

Mar. 

o .... 

..  o .... 

..  o .... 

..  o ... 

...  0 ... 

...  0 .... 

..  o ... 

...  0 

April 

0 

. 0 

. 0 

. o .... 

..  0 ... 

...  0 .... 

..  0 .... 

...  0 

May 

o .... 

..  0 

. 0 

. 0 .... 

...  0 ... 

...  o .... 

..  o .... 

...  0 

June 

0 

. 0 

. 0 

. 0 .... 

..  0 ... 

...  o .... 

..  0 .... 

...  0 

July 

0 

. 0 

. 0 

. 0 .... 

..  o ... 

...  o .... 

..  o .... 

..  0 

Aug. 

0 

. 1 

. 0 

. o .... 

..  0 ... 

...  0 

..  1 .... 

..  1 

Sept. 

0 

. 0 

. 0 

. 0 .... 

..  0 ... 

...  o .... 

..  0 .... 

..  0 

Oct 

0 

. 0 

. 1 

. 1 .... 

..  0 .... 

..  0 

. 2 .... 

..  2 

Nov. 

0 

. 0 

. 0 

. 1 .... 

..  o .... 

...  o 

. 1 .... 

..  1 

Dec. 

0 

. 0 

. 0 

. 0 .... 

..  0 .... 

..  0 

. 0 .... 

..  0 

Totals 

0 

1 

. 1 

. 2 .... 

..  0 .... 

..  0 

. 4 .... 

..  4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

There  were  two  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
notified  from  Margam  North  Ward. — 1 case  was  treated  at 
the  Groeswen  Isolation  Hospital. 

Paratyphoid. 

There  was  one  case  notified  from  Aberavon  South  Ward 
and  this  was  treated  in  Hospital. 


Chicken  Pox. 

There  was  one  case  of  Chicken  Pox  notified  from  Aber- 
avon South  Ward  and  this  was  removed  to  Hospital. 

Measles. 

There  were  137  cases  of  this  disease  notified,  but  only 
two  were  removed  to  Hospital.  y 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  five  cases  of  this  disease  notified  but  none 
were  removed  to  the  Hospital.  ’ n0ne 
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Billeting. 

We  commenced  the  year  with  1,600  evacuees  still  in  the 
Borough.  The  majority  of  these  were  from  the  London 
areas  and  could  not  return  owing  to  the  absence  of  adequate 
housing  accommodation.  Considerable  correspondence  took 
place  between  the  various  London  Authorities  and  ourselves 
as  to  the  availability  of  housing  accommodation  so  as  to 
facilitate  the  return  of  evacuees  as  and  when  such  accommo- 
dation became  available. 


On  receiving  satisfactory  assurances  that  accommoda- 
tion was  available  for  certain  evacuees,  railway  warrants 
were  issued  and  all  arrangements  made  for  their  return,  to- 
gether with  their  furniture  and  personal  luggage. 


During  the  month  of  May  all  evacuees  in  the  Borough 
were  interviewed  with  a view  to  their  return  in  Official 
Parties  to  be  arranged  by  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 
Arrangements  were  completed  for  the  return  of  mothers  and 
children  on  June  4th,  and  unaccompanied  children  on  June 
19th.  Each  evacuee  was  again  interviewed  and  written 
instructions  were  given  in  respect  of  luggage,  identity  and 
ration  cards,  and  train  arrangements,  etc.  All  children  were 
medically  examined  We  arranged  for  much  of  the  luggage 
to  be  sent  on  in  advance,  and  all  luggage  and  personal  pro- 
perty taken  with  the  evacuees  was  properly  labelled.  About 
half  an  hour  before  the  arrival  of  the  train  on  the  day  of 
return,  all  evacuees  were  lined  up  at  the  Station  Approach. 
Each  evacuee  had  pinned  on  his  or  her  clothing  a label  of  a 
distinctive  colour  applicable  to  the  various  districts  of  the 
London  area.  Written  upon  such  label  was  the  name  and 
destination  of  the  evacuee.  These  labels  were  then  checked 
off  our  typewritten  lists,  so  that  there  should  not  be  the 
possibility  of  children  being  lost  or  being  included  in  the 
wrong  groupings.  Each  person  was  then  given  a package 
of  food  and  led  on  to  the  platform.  On  every  occasion  when 
an  official  party  of  evacuees  returned  from  the  Borough,  the 
Mayor,  Mrs.  L.  G.  Edwards,  J.P.,  came  to  the  station  to 
address  them  and  give  them  a “Civic  Goodbye.”  Each 
evacuee  returning  from  this  Borough  was  also  given  a part- 
ing message  of  goodwill  which  is  now  reproduced: — • 


o 
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BOROUGH  OF 


PORT  TALBOT. 


“We  take  this  opportunity  of  wishing  you  a pleasant 
journey  home  to  join  your  relatives  and  friends. 

We  trust  you  will  have  many  happy  recollections  of 
Port  Talbot  and  a very  hospitable  Welsh  home  where 
you  were  so  kindly  received  and  protected. 

Good  Bye  and  Good  Luck-’’ 

L.  G.  EDWARDS,  Mayor. 

G.  A.  MORGAN , Chief  Billeting  Officer. 

One  London  newspaper  reporting  on  the  return  of 
evacuees  at  this  period  referred  to  and  included  in  its  report 
a copy  of  this  message.  Printed  as  it  was  on  a very  attrac- 
tive card,  I am  informed  that  it  has  found  a prominent  place 
in  the  homes  of  many  of  these  evacuees,  and  has  also  been 
pasted  into  the  autograph  albums  of  countless  school 
children. 

The  only  evacuees  that  remained  in  this  Borough  after 
the  19th  of  June  were  those  who  did  not  intend  to  return, 
those  that  had  no  accommodation  available  at  London,  and 
the  staff  and  pupils  of  Greenwich  Park  Central  School. 

Each  evacuee  in  the  first  two  groups  was  interviewed 
and  assessed,  and  we  found  that  with  one  exception  the  con- 
tinuation of  a billeting  allowance  could  not  be  justified  and 
was  therefore  discontinued.  The  one  case  referred  to  was 
that  of  three  brothers  whose  home  circumstances  did  not 
allow  their  return,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  are 
happily  re-united  with  their  family  To  have  returned  the 
Greenwich  Park  School  on  the  19th  June  would  have  inter-, 
fered  considerably  with  the  preparatory  work  for  examina- 
tions, .and,  therefore,  arrangements  were  made  for  this 
school  to  remain  in  the  Borough  until  the  end  of  the  school 
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term.  The  same  arrangements  were  again  carried  through 
for  the  return  of  this  school  on  19th  July.  The  Mayor  came 
to  the  Station  to  wish  ‘good  bye’  to  the  last  Official  Party  of 
evacuees  to  leave  the  Borough  of  Port  Talbot  for  their 
homes. 


A general  report  on  our  billeting  activities  from  1939  to 
December  1944  was  included  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1944. 

The  reception,  accommodation  and  return  of  evacuees 
with  the  countless  problems  entailed,  has  been  a tremendous 
task  for  my  staff  and  self*  for  all  the  work  was  entirely 
voluntary  with  no  paid  personnel  to  assist  us.  I am,  how- 
ever, pleased  to  report  that  throughout  the  whole  of  the  war 
period  wffien  we  dealt  with  over  5,200  evacuees  and  homeless 
people  (this  does  not  include  the  billeting  of  industrial 
workers  and  countless  others  seeking  accommodation)  only 
one  case  was  referred  to  the  Billeting  Tribunal  for  considera- 
tion; neither  was  it  necessary  to  take  legal  action  against 
any  householder  for  refusing  to  accommodate  evacuees. 
Problems  and  difficulties  were  of  course  numerous,  but  by 
personal  approach  and  sympathetic  consideration  they  were 
satisfactorily  solved. 

I would,  however,  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  help  I 
received  from  innumerable  public  spirited  men  and  women, 
and  organisations,  which  ensured  success  in  respect  of  what 
was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  Borough’s  biggest  social 
problems. 

Finally,  I have  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Officers  of  the 
Welsh  Board  of  Health  who  were  sympathetic  and  helpful  to 
me  in  difficult  times.  The  immediate  personal  attention  I 
received  from  many  of  the  Officers  of  this  Government  De- 
partment encouraged  me  to  carry  through  a task  which 
would  have  been  otherwise  impossible. 

Food  Decontamination  Service. 

This  Organisation  served  the  Glyncorrwg  U.D.C.  and  the 
Borough  of  Port  Talbot,  the  personnel  being  recruited  from 
the  Food  Trades  of  both  areas.  Fortunately,  this  service 
was  not  called  upon  to  operate  during  the  war  period,  but 
was  constantly  in  a state  of  preparedness  and  efficiency. 
The  Service  took  part  in  several  exercises,  and  on  one 
occasion  gave  an  official  demonstration  at  which  were  present 
officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  officials  and  representa- 
tives of  Local  Authorities  over  a wide  area.  This  Service 


o 
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was  disbanded  during  the  year,  and  I have  written  to  each 
member  personally  thanking  him  for  the  interest  and  high 
standard  of  efficiency  shown  during  his  membership  of  the 
organisation. 


Adimnistrative  Information  Centre  Service. 

This  organisation  for  which  I was  responsible  was,  of 
course,  directly  associated  with  the  difficulties  and  problems 
arising  as  a result  of  enemy  attacks  upon  the  Borough. 
With  the  termination  of  hostilities  therefore,  there  was  no 
longer  any  need  for  this  service.  The  Ministers  and  Clergy 
of  this  Borough  undertook  the  responsibility  of  receiving 
and  helping  persons  who  had  suffered  from  enemy  action  and 
who  came  to  the  Centre  for  assistance.  The  activities  and 
departments  represented  at  the  Centre  were: — 

Claim  Forms  C.I.,  P.C.S.4,  etc.,  Death  Certificates,  Burial 
and  Furniture  Removal  Grants,  Telegrams  from  H.M. 
Forces. — Town  Clerk’s  Department. 

House  Repairs,  Salvage,  Removal  and  Storage  of  Furni- 
ture within  the  Borough. — Surveyor’s  Department. 

Advice  on  Immediate  Advances,  Injury  Allowances  and 
Pensions,  Prevention  of  Distress  Allowances. — Assistance 
Board. 

“Undue  Hardship’’  Applications  (Private  Chattels 
Scheme) : Form  C R.S.l — Customs  and  Excise  Department. 

Liason  with  Rest  Centres,  Travel  Vouchers. — Public 
Assistance  Committee  Relieving  Officers. 

Billeting  Certificates,  Allowance  Questions,  Air  Raid 

Distress  Fund  where  no  Statutory  Funds  are  available. 

Billeting  Officers. 


Dost  Ration  Books,  Emergency  Coupons,  etc. — Food 
Officer. 

Identity  Cards —National  Registration  Office. 

Liason  with  Rest  Centre  and  Hospitals,  Casualtv  and 
Sick  Lists. — Medical  Officer’s  Department. 

etc  — WVSWith  RCSt  CentreS’  Clothing’  Missing  Relatives 
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Liason  in  matters  of  Compassionate  Leave : H.M.  Forces, 
Welfare  of  Servicemen’s  Families. — Army  Welfare  Officer. 

Personal  Problems,  Assistance  in  completing  Forms. — 
Citizen’s  Advice  Bureau. 

To  all  members,  departments  and  organisations  repre- 
sented at  the  Administrative  Information  Centre,  1 have  to 
pay  tribute  and  thanks  for  their  interest  and  loyalty,  and  for 
the  efficient  manner  in  which  they  functioned  at  practices 
and  exercises.  Especially  do  I feel  indehted  to  those  who 
assisted  during  the  Corporation  Road  bombing  attack,  when 
the  service  was  in  its  infancy. 


Civil  Defence  and  War-time  Duties  generally. 

In  addition  to  maintaining  my  Department  in  a state  of 
efficiency  throughout  the  war  period — when  our  normal 
duties,  particularly  in  respect  of  food  supplies  were  in- 
creased— I undertook  the  following  duties: — 

Chief  Billeting  Officer. 


Chief  Food  Decontamination  Officer  (Glyncorrwg  and 
Port  Talbot). 

Officer  in  Charge  of  Administrative  Information 
Centre  Service. 

Local  Honorary  Secretary,  National  Air  Raid  Distress 
Fund. 

Local  Honorary  Secretary,  “Warship  Week”  and 
“Wings  for  Victory  Week.” 

Honorary  Secretary,  “Holidays  at  Home  Week.” 


In  the  performance  of  these  duties  I was  assisted  by  my 
staff  and  countless  individuals  and  organisations.  Every 
single  individual  in  the  services  functioned  in  an  honorary 
capacity,  which  is  indeed  a tribute  to  the  magnanimous  and 
self-sacrificing  spirit  of  every  member  of  these  organisa- 
tions. Words  fail  me  to  adequately  express  my  appreciation 
of  the  exceptionally  efficient  services  given  day  in  and  day 
out  over  a period  of  so  many  years.  I regret  that  some 
better  and  more  tangible  form  of  recognition  could  not  have 
been  made  to  so  many  who  rendered  outstanding  service  m 
a time  of  need  and  crises. 


Prosecutions. 

In  addition  to  those  cases  shown  in  that  part  of  this  Report  referring  to  Food  and  Drugs 
activities,  we  were  obliged  to  institute  Police  Court  proceedings  in  respect  of  the  following: — 

Name Offence. Result. 

Rd.  Morgan,  Aberavon Structural  and  Sanitary  Defects  at  21 
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Townsend,  Aberavon Structural  and  Sanitary  Defects  at  53,  Adjourned  for  one  month  to  allow  owner  to 

Water  Street.  carry  out  work.  Order  for  costs  at  ad- 

journed hearing. 


PROSECUTIONS.— Continued. 
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